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olitical capital. As proof of the controlling de- | adopted by the Democratic party during the last 
sign to make political capital out of the slavery | presidential campaign. : . 
question, he ad verted to the Nashville Convention; He deprecated the evil which would follow, if the 
and in passing instituted a parallel between it and | question were left open until another presidential 
the Hartford Convention—saying that the latter || struggle. There had been no application from these 
was a mistake, not a crime; the former had its | territories invoking the interference of the Gov- 
origin in treason, (he did not charge treasonable | ern-)ent in relation to slavery. All that the people 
designs upon all who attended it,) and should be |) of these territories had asked was, that they might 
have a territorial organization, and the liberty of 


denounced. aia at 
He ridiculed the theory of “ equilibrium,” and |) conducting their own internal affairs. Were they 
capable of self-government? The fact, he believed, 


was proceeding, when his hour expired, to argue 
that, in laboring to extend slavery, the South were || had not been seriously denied. Why, then, should 
parsuing a course directly antagonistic to the opin- |, Congress withhold from them territorial govern- 
ions of the framers of the Constitution, who ex- || ments,and the right to legislate for themselves on the 
pected it to be a temporary institution, and had | subject of slavery? Ifthey were éapable of self-gov- 
excluded the word from that instrument, and a ernment, it was his opinion that Congress should 
course in conflict with yhe spirit of the age and the |) submit to their own decision the question of sla- 
sense of the civilized world. : very, as well as all other matters affecting their 
Mr. DIMMICK obtained the floor, and addressed | own internal polity. Let them take the responsi- 
the committee during the hour, in a speech which | bility of prohibiting slavery if they choose to pro- 
will be published at an early day. He adverted || hibit it, or of introducing it if they choose to intro- 
to the deep sense of constitutional obligation which || duce it. This was the principle by which his 
he felt in respect to the great question before the | action and his votes would be controlled. He was 
committee, and to the spirit of sincerity and truth |, willing to abide by their decision, whatever it might 
in which he had endeavored to meet that obliga- | be, for who so deeply interested in the issue as 
tion. He spoke of the desire which he had ever | themselves? If the people were opposed to it, they 
felt that the counsels of peace and of forbearance || would of courae prohibit its introduction. If not, 
should alone prevail; and that the question should || not. He expressed the regret with which he had 
be met in that same spirit in which the Union had |! listened to the utterance of extreme sentiments 
been formed and by which alone it could be pre- || from both sections of the country—his regret to 
served. Having expressed these preliminary || have heard southern men declare, that their devo- 
views, he proceededAo consider some of the facts | tion to the principle of slavery extension was 
of the case in their bearing both upon the North | deeper and greater than their devotion to the Union; 
and the South, and to indicate the course which it || and his regret to have heard northern men speak 
was his own Intention to pursue. California, the || of war, and pestilence, and the broken peace of the 
star of the West, should, he thought, be received Union, as lighter evils than the extension of sla- 
without delay into the Union. He regarded this || very. No good, but evil alone, he thought, could 
as a foregone conclusion, unless southern gen- | come from such opinions. ,He earnestly depre- 
tlemen, by devices of doubtful constitutionality, | cated their expression. 
should attempt to stifle the voice of the nation. || Mr. BOWIE alluded to 
He had not been able to persuade himself that any 
such attempt would be made. The objections 
which had been urged against her admission, were 
not substantial. She was already in existence as 
a State, and no act of Congress could deprive her 
of her rights, or disrobe her of her scvereignty. 
Nor could he entertain for a moment the proposi- 
tion which had been suggested, that she Should be 
remanded to @ state of territorial dependence. 

Let her (said Mr. D.) be at once admitted as a 
State into the Union, either as a distinct proposi- 
tion, or in connection with provisions for territo- 
rial governments in Utah and New Mexico, with- 
out the addition of the Wilmot proviso. For such 
measures he intended to give his vote. And here, 
he said, it was Fe ae to ascertain what was the 
power possessed by Congress over the territories 
of the United States, and whether Congress could 
exercise the power contemplated by the Wilmot 
proviso. Efe entered into an elaborate and criti- 


| 





the complaints which 
had frequently been made of the loss of time in 
this discussion, considered them unsustained by 
the facts of the case, and justified this and, if ne- 
cessary, a longer delay—if by delay were meant 
that deliberate progress by which reason triamphs 
over passion. 

The difficulties in which we are now environed, 
growing out of the question of slavery, he consid- 
ered had not arisen (as had frequently been ar- 
gued) from the annexation of Texas, or from other 
causes which had been assigned, but from a mis- 
taken religious zeal, a Protestant Jesuitism in al! 
its effects, an attempt to ingraft upon the political: 
institutions of the country the religious views rel- 
ative to slavery ofa particular section. He named 
as another (though a minor) cause, the lust of 
power. If the Wilmot proviso were a proviso to 
exclude the Roman Catholic religion from the ter- 
ritories, what shouts of scorn would it not occa- 
, aa 0 sion; yet it would be no less obnoxious in principle 
cal examination of the main arguments which had || than to exclude slavery because, in the opin- 
been put forth on both sides of the question— | jon of the people of the North, it was sinful. The 
comparing them with a view to show their relative || North had united their fortunes with the South in 
points of weakness or of strength; and firfally de- | the struggle of °76, and our ancestors of both sec- 
clared himself inclined to the belief that Congress || tions had shared equally the benefits achieved: 
did in fact passess the power to adopt the proviso, would gentlemen say, that the descendants of 
but that, under all the circumstances of the case, | southern revolutionary patriots were less worthy to 
the highest welfare of the country demanded calm | participate in the benefits of our recent territorial 
and moderate action. He was aware of the epi, || acquisitions? 

- of . doughface,”” to which the assertion of || In allusion to a portion of the speech of Mr. J. 
such opinions subjected him, but was not to be || A. Kina, he referred to authorities to show that 
driven by them from a position which he believed | owing to the forcible remonstrances of Maryland, 
to be correct. He referred to the course of the State | Virginia and New York had been induced to 
of Pennsylvania in relation to the slavery ques- || make the cession to the General Government of 
Pe especially as it concerned the question of the northwestern territory, and, said that Maryland 
‘ugitve slaves. He believed that she had been | at that time acted upon the principle that the terri- 
more sinned against than sinning,” and he inti- | torial and other benefits acquired by the common 
sea his intention, when the fugitive-slave bill blood and treasuré, were the common property of 
ved eure ? for consideration, to show what || all the States. This had always been her policy, 
hin thes ete a matter had been. It seemed to _ and it had been expressed in the resolutions (which 
anda the doctrines of the Democratic party || he caused to be read) adopted by her Legislature 
the principles of non-intervention had pre- | at its recent session. He considered himself vir- 


vailed at the last presidential election, the difficulty | ; 
: : ‘ y |, tually instracted to carry out this policy, and to 
in which the nation now found itself involved never z : Rican 


would , é _ resist all efforts to exclude the South, or deprive 
would have arisen. And even now, he said, lead- || ber of her share in the territories. The Wilmot 
ing members of the Whig 


; y were compelled | proviso, he considered, virtually disqualified every 
to fall back upon the principles which had been || Marylander from the first congressional district 


|| for residence in the territories, by forcing him, if 
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he settled there, either to manumit or sell his 
slaves. True, the declaration was often made with 
great suavity, by the advocates of the proviso, that 
they would throw * no impediment in the way of 
the South’’ enjoying the common benefits of the 
territories; but what more insuperable obstacle 
could be placed in their way, the greater part of 
whose property was in slaves! This policy, if 
persevered in, was enough to justify resistance to 
the end. 

He appealed to the Representatives of New 
York in the spirit of patriotism which animated 
their ancestors in 1787, to adopt some platform 
upon which the difficulties of the day could be 
settled consistently with theirown honorand rights, a 
and with the honor and rights of the South, Let : 
them hold out the olive-branch, secure the settle- 5 
ment of this question, and the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. J. A. Kine} and his associates, 
would acquire even greater honors and glories 
than the gentleman’s illustrious father and his as- 
sociates had acquired in former days—New York 
would hold in her hands, not only the power, but 
all the hearts of the Republic. ve 

He reprobated the sentiment expressed some 
time since by Mr. Stevens, of Pennsylvania, that 
the North designed to force the South to emenet- 
pate her slaves; and to show that this was not a 
true expression of the feelings of Pennsylvania, 
read from a communication of Governor Porter to 
her Legislature, in 1847, and from the report of 
their judiciary committee in reply thereto, (sub- 
sequently adopted by the Legislature,) breathing 
liberal and fraternal sentiments towards the slave 
States, and doing great credit (he said) to Penn- 
sylvania. 

‘How were the diffieukies to be adjusted? In 
his humble judgment, the platform had already 
been submitted in the other branch of Congress. 
lle proceeded at some length to speak of the pro- 
posed plan of compromise, and to give his cordial 
adhesion to its principles, if not its details. It was 
broad enough for ali sections to stand upon, if j 
they were willing to sa rifice some personal pride 
In reply to Mr. ‘Tucn, he 
Lay for the part takea by 


and peculiar opinions. 
warmly defended Mr. 
him in originating and advocating this scheme, 


and pronounced a glowing eulogy on his long dis- 
tinguished public services, no less than on hia® 
present statesmanlike and patriotic efforts at con- 

} F eonfiie » Hedeclared that 
ciation of conflicting opinions. edeciarea tnt 


there were bleading wounds and distractions 
which required to be healed, and said that if boys 
from the galleries laughed at the declaration, it 
was the laugh of ignorance, the silly laugh of thore 
who could the condition of ‘the 

country. 

In reply to a remark of Mr. Meacuam, that the ; 
representatives had the right to vote upon meas- 
ures separately, per se, he said that no measure 
came before Congress strictly disconnected from 
all other subjects, and argued that the connection 
of subjects in the compromise plan of the Senate 
was natural and proper. A 

In reply to the argument adduced by Mr. Tvex, 
against slavery, that the masters did not allow 
their slaves to be educated, he said that this had 
not been the fact in times past; that they had edu- 
cated them while the North were their friends; but 
when they found those who should continue their 
friends placing poison within the reach of their 
slaves, they had been obliged, in some degree, to 
seal up the cup of knowledge and withdraw it 
from their If the light of education was 
shut out from the slaves of the South, it was 
owing to the superserviceable efloris of their fuise- 
ly-professed Abdlition friends. Butin many it~ 
stances this was not now the fact. The slaves 
now received ®° =:ch education as their subordi- 
nate condition woul d admit. . 

Mr. B. having concluded his remarks, of which 
a full report is prep»red, and will be published 

in the Appendix. : 
| Mr. DICKEY obtaines the flocr, and yielded 
to a motion by ; 

Mr. CASEY, that the committee rise. 


not appre ciate 
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ling 
ips. 
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The question being taken, the motion was rejected. 
Mr. DICKEY followed, and addressed the com- 
mittee daring the hour. He spoke of the deep and 
abiding interest which the people whom he repre- 
sented felt in the 4 
and of the proverbial sentiment of hostility, com- 
mon to the people of Pennsylvania, in relation to 
slavery. They had uniformly felt a repugnance 
to the extension of that institution, because they 
believed that it stood out in bold opposition to the 
best interests of society. ‘That State had herself, 
at one period of her history, been the abode of 
slavery. She was now free from it, and her peo- 
ple could the better appreciate the blessings of 
freedom, because they had taken a practical lesson 
in the evils of slavery. That the institution was 
evil—continually and altogether evil—the people 
of Pennsylvania did not entertaina doubt. And 
they would never violate that great principle of 
human conduct which required them ‘to do to 
others as they would others should do to them,”’ 
by giving theirassent to the extension of slavery 
in territories where it did not now exist. He 
spoke of that early feeling of hostility to slavery, 
which had its original birth in the southern por- 
tion of the Confederacy—quoted the well-known 
sentiments of Jefferson, and referred, amongst 
other things, to the fact of the_emancipation of 
John Randolph’s slaves, by himself, as evidences 
of the hold which that sentiment had taken upon 
the southern heart. 

He adverted to the change which of recent years 
had come-over the views and opinions of southern 
men on this question; and proceeded to show, that 
if slavery was, as the people of the North believed 
it to be, a great oe and sin, their Represent- 
atives here were bound, if they could do so with- 
out a violation of their constitutional obligations, 
to prevent its further extension. He devoted 
some portion of his hour to an enumeration of the 
evidences of condemnation which had been fur- 
nished against the institution—setting out with 
the position that at the date of the formation of the 
Constitution, the hope was cherished that slavery 


ne 
a mre er 


amg nesta antes os 


a 


vestion under consideration, - 


wquid gradually die away, until it ceased to have | 


any existence in the Confederacy; and he drew a 
comparison between the results which had been 
attained in the great march of civilization, by the 
States of the North and the States of the South. 


He denounced the institution for its resemblance | 


to some of the despotisms of Europe, as manifest- 
od in its desire to stifle investigation and inquiry; 


for its anti-republican and aristocratic tendencies; | 
for the spirit of usurpation which it evinced in | 


crossing the boundaries even of its own legitimate 
domain;—and he presented all these considerations | 
to the mindsof northern gentlemen as so many liv- || 


ing arguments appealing to them to pause before | 


the institution, by any vote or codperation of 
theirs, should be extended beyond its present con- 
fines. 
colleague, who had denied the existence of any 
necessity for the adoption of the ordinance of ’87. 
He met this denial simply by contrasting it with 
the action of Thomas Jefferson and of those who 
voted with him; and he argued that, if in that re- 
mote day, and at a time when the conviction, that 
slavery was & paramount evil, prevailed in every 
section of the country, the passage of the ordinance 


He replied to some of the remarks of his | 


| 


of 87 was deemed essential, the adoption of a | 


similar provision was incalculably more necessary 
in our day—when the demand for the extension of 


theinstitation had become a great leading princi- || 


ple of the southern mind. 
He avowed himself in favor of the immediate 


| 


admission of California as a State into the Union, | 


answering some of the objections which had been |, 
made to that measure, and contending that all of |) 


them had been successfully met and overcome. || relation to an occurrence which took place between 


He then proceeded briefly to state a few of the ar- 
guments which presented themselves in favor of 
the admission of California. Amongst these, was 


her locality, her distance from other States hav- | 


ing constitutional governments, and the obstacles 
in the way of immediate intercommunication. The 
character of her population, (composed, as it was, 
of many nations;) the nature of that pursuit which 
had so suddenly attracted a vastemigration thither; 
the disputes in respect to land titles; and the reve- 
nues to be collected ,—all these causes—presenting 
a state of things such as had never before existed 
in the history of this country—furnished, he 
thought, irresistible and conclusive arguments in 
favor of immediate admission. 


| 


| 


| for w 
the 
take this occasion to co 


The hammer fell. 

Mr. MEADE obtained the floor, but yielded to 
a motion that the committee rise. 

The motion having prevailed, the committee 
rose and reported progress. 

On motion, it was 


Ordered, ‘That the House take a recess until eight o’clock | 
this evening. 


Whereupon the House teok a recess. 


EVENING SESSION. 


The hour of eight arrived. A few members were | 


present. 
At ten minutes past eight o’clock— 
The SPEAKER called the House to order. 
Twenty-six members were present. 


CALIFORNIA. | 


On motion of Mr. BOYD, the House resolved | 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union, (Mr. Boyp, of Kentucky, in the chair,) | 
and resumed tne* consideration of the Special | 
Message of the President of the United States 
transmitting the Constitution of California. 

Mr. MEADE was entitled to the floor, and 
addressed the committee upon the slavery question | 
generally. Mr. M. not having time within the | 
hour allotted to enter into the discussion of all the | 
points he desired to speak upon, said he should 
content himself with stating the heads of his argu- 
ment, reserving the argument itself for publication. 

Mr. HUBBARD said, humble as were his pow- 
ers, he wished to state to the committee the de- | 
mands which his constituents made. They de- 
manded, and they intended to have, their share in 
the territories, however it might be sought to ex- 
clude them, by the Wilmot proviso, the Califor- 
nia proviso, or otherwise. 

He proceeded at some length to draw a parallel 
between the condition of the slaves of the South 
and that of the agricultural laborers of England, 
and by reference to the report of a commission 


slaves were better fed and cared for than the white | 


| 


|| to make 


H 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


e them very much, and never do unless the 
matter is of such a character as so grossly to mis. 
represent me that I think it indispensably neces. 
sary to do it. 

Yesterday I made some remarks explaining the 
reasons of the vote 4 intended to give, and | find 
myself reported in the Intelligencer of this morp- 


|, ing in this way: 


“The Legislature of the State of Coalvuila, in Texas, abol- 
ished slavery, and I presume the Legislature 0. New Mex. 
ico did the same thing, after the General Legisiature of the 
Empire of Mexico was abolished.”’ 


Now, whata string of ideas, if there be ideas 


| in itatall! In the first place, I am made to say 
|| * the Legislature of Coahuila, in Texas.”” There 


never was such a Legislature; there was a State of 
Coahuila and Texas combined, and I was speak- 
ing of the Constitution and Legislature of that 
State. Ispoke, sir, of what the States im the Con- 
federacy of Mexico had done, and spoke of what 
I believed had been the action of the General Con. 
federacy, and they make me say that the General 
Legislature had been abolished. 


“T have recently examined the Constitution of the State 


| of Coahuila, and, by that Constitution, they fix a day when 


| free. 


{ 


laborers of that country, which vaunted itself so || 


much of abolition philanthropy, and from which || heard other Senators, in private conversation, 


the abolition sentiments of this country originated. 
He did not apologize for slavery, but maintained 
that it was a necessary institution, and the only 
relation in which the white and the black races 
could coexist. 
He glanced at the compromise proposed in the | 
Senate, expressed his unqualified opposition there- | 
to, and closed his remarks—which were enlivened 
by much native humor, and were listened to with 
marked attention—by stating that, having spoken 
unpremeditatedly, he should take the ordinary 


to his constituents. 


_ Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, obtained the || 


floor, and yielded to a motion by 





Mr. FEATHERSTON, that the committee rise. | 


The motion being agreed to— 

“The committee rose and reported. 

And, on motion by Mr. Crowe t, at a quarter 
to ten o’clock, the House adjourned. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
By Mr. DOTY: A bill to amend the act entitled “ An act 


to provide for the punishment of offences committed in cut- 


ting, destroying, or removing live-oak and other timber or 


trees, reserved for naval purposes,’? approved March 2d, 
1831. 


IN SENATE. 
>Tuurspay, June 6, 1850. 


Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, on looking 
over the reported proceedings in the Senate of the 
day”before yesterday, I find there is an omission in 


you and myself, which, I am informed by the 
stenographer, will be corrected in the permanent 
debates. But, in justice to you, it is proper that I 
should here state, that when you indirectly called 
me to order, to the remark that I made you replied 
that you had no power to call a Senator to order 
at was said in relation to individuals beyond 
Senate Chamber. Your reply wasomitted. I 

rrect it, that it may take its 
place in the proper register of our debates. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I wish to throw myself 
upon the indulgence of the Senate for a moment, 
to call their attention to a matter which concerns 
not only myself, but every member of the te. 
fam not muth addicted to complaints, and di 


] 


i 
} 


} 





all the children Who may be born in slavery shall be free.” 
I said no such thing. I endeavored to say—| 
think I did say-—that the constitution of the State 


| of Coahuila and Texas did fix a day after which 


all the children born of slave parents should be 
Tihrat is the idea I intended to convey. 

A Senator. Is that so? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. That is so. 

The report in the Union is something different, 
but not greatly improved upon what I have read, 
The words are these: 

‘The Legislatures of the States of Coahulia and Texas 
abolished slavery.’’ 

Here, you perceive, by making me use a plural 
term, they convert Texas and Coahuila both into 
separate and distinct States, and make both act in 
abolishing slavery; whereas, the idea was, it was 


oo ‘ ‘the act of the one State, which State was com- 
made to the British Parliament, to show that the || ; 


posed of Texas and Coahuila combined. 
Now, sir, I have seen instances of this sort time 
after time. I have never complained; but I have 


'complain of these things, till, in my humble 


| judgment, it has become a grievance. 
i| rea 


We never 


d each other’s speeches—it is enough to hear 


| them; but those who reside ata distance in the 


| 
i} 


|| the Committee on Printing act, which authorizes 


e| 


country do read them; and it must be mortifying 
to any one of us to see such stuff go out as having 
been delivered by an American Senator. Is there 
no remedy? In order to see if there be a remedy, 


| I propose to have the subject referred to the Com- 


; 
j 
} 


mittee on Printing, and have a resolution to offer 


: ee ; || to that effect: 
liberty of publishing what he might desire to say || 


Resolved, Vhat the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to inquire whether any existing contract or contracts for 
prining the debates of the Senate would be violated by re- 
stricting the publication of such debates, at publie expense, 
to those speeches which shall have been revised by Senators. 


Now, it seems to me that if the Senate would 


have our debates, so far as they are printed at the 


| public expense, confined to those speeches which 


! 


| 


| the Senators revise, we would get clear of the in- 


justice of which I have complained. 
Resolved, further, That said committee, in ease no exist- 


| ing contract ia thereby violated, be instructed to provide 


such regulations asshaill limit the publication of the remarks 
and speeches of Senators at public expense to such only a3 
shall haveebeen revised and corrected by the Senator who 
delivers them. 


Now, if there be a public contract under which 


| them to pay foreverything which the Reporters may 


‘and do not know what it is. 


think proper to print, I am not for violating that 
contract. But if there be no such contract, then | 
am for adopting such a regulation that the Senate 
shall pay for that only which the Senators shall 
revise. If our hands are tied by a contract, there 
is an_end to it. 

I hope these resolutions may be referred to the 
Committee on Printing, and that they will Jet us 
know something on the subject. 1 have never 
seen the contract by which this matter is regulated, 
I should like to 
know, and should hike to see some mode adopted 
by which these grievances can be remedied. 

The resolutions were sent to the Secretary's 


esk. 

Mr. BENTON. They will lie over, of course. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have no objection. 
wanted to call the attention of the Senate to the 
subject. Others are as much interested in it as! 

am. 
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Mr. BENTON. All I want to say is but a word | 
with respect to those who have no voice on this | 
foor—{ mean the reporters. Now, that a reporter | 
may sometimes mistake what is said here can be | 
no matter of surprise to anybody; for we mistake 
one another, and have explanations, too, constantly 
made on this floor, as to what one or another has 
said. It can, therefore, be no matter of surprise if 
reporters, in the hurry of the business here, should 
mistake us. 

But | have to bear testimony with regard to the 
corps of reporters by whom our debates are now 
reported, that there has been a degreeof accuracy, 
of general accuracy in their reports, such as I never 
witnessed, and such asf never expected to see. || 
They have exceeded my expectations. 

And now, Mr. President, there is a provision in 
the resolution which will enable every gentleman 
to do justice to himself. A paper is put into the 
hands of each Senator every morning, containing 
the reports furnished by the reporters; so that 
every gentleman can have an opportunity of re- 
vising his remarks, if he will take the trouble to do 
so, before they go into the final register of the de- 
bates, where they will stand as a parliamentary 
record. fvery member has ample time to revise 
his own speeehes ; for, until they go into the Re- 
gister of Debates, they are open to revision. 

' Mr. DAYTON, tt seems to me that we some- 
times exhibit too much sensitiveness on the sub- 
iect af these reports. j 
" Mr. HALE. There is no question before the | 
Senate, and I think, therefore, that the Senator is 
notin order. I have no objection, however, to his 
proceeding. I simply wish to make the suggestion. | 
Mr. DAYTON. 1 yield the floor, sir. © 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. | 


Mr. ATCHISON presented the memorial of 
Dr. Thomas M. Morton, asking that he may be | 
recognized as Surgeon for Colonel Doniphan’s || 
regiment, instead of Assistant Surgeon; which | 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. || 

Mr. RUSK presented the memorial of G. Thos. 
Howard, asking that a bill may be passed granting 
him compensation as bearer of dispatches from 
Texas to the United States, with documents in re- 
lation to the annexation of Texas; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SMITH presented the memorial of Benja- | 
min Rogers and others, medical gentleman in the | 
State of Connecticut, asking that the medical offi- | 
cers in the navy may be assimilated to officers of || 
the same grade in the army; which was referred || 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. | 

Mr DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented the peti- | 
tion of J. R. Jefferson, asking compensation for 
carrying the mail; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. | 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented the memorial of || 
William F, Wallace and Joseph R. McFaddin, | 
asking the reimbursement of the duties paid on 
merchandise imported by them while acting as 
sutlers to the army im the Mexican war; which 
was referred 49 the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. SOU resented the memorial of Ernest | 

| 
| 











tat 
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| 











Eude, Clement Duhamel, and Joseph Derbis, ask- 
ing compensation for a vessel and cargo plundered 
by Suerrilla during the late war with Mexico; 
which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 
_Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Loui- | 
siana, in favor of the construction of a national || 
road from Milligan’s Bend, in Madison parish, to | 
the Texas line; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee onyRoads and Canals, and ordered to be || 
printed. 
Also, resolutions of the same, in favor of the 
erection of a light-house at the southwest pass of || 
the Mississippi river; also at the west end of Lost 





Island; of extending the port of New Orleans; and | 
removing the raft of the Red river; which were | 
referred to the Committee on Commerce and or- || 
dered to be printed. | 
Also, a resolution of the same, in favor of a 
mail-route from Natchitoches to Shrevesport, in 
that State; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to 
be ine 
r. BRADBURY presented a petition of citi- | 
zens of Gardiner, Maine, asking a eae of the 
rates of postage; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
DEVOTION OF KENTUCKY TO THE UNION. 


Mr. CLAY. I have received @ series of reso- 


| theyjmay be laid before the respective Houses of 


| natures, and take things, and men, and govern- 
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" 


lutions, adopted by a large meeting, embracing 


both parties, in a town in Kentucky, (Lexington,) 


in the neighborhood of which I live, in the midst 
of that beautiful Elkhorn region, which is unsur- 
passed for its fertility and attractiveness by any 
portion of this habitable globe that my eye has 
evergazed upon. It isthe paradise of that portion | 
of the world. That great meeting of both parties 
have adopted a series of resolutions in favor of 
that Union to which no portion of the people of 
the United States are more devoted than the peo- 
ple of Kentucky. They have gone further than 
that. I will only ound the Senate by reading 


| two of their resolutions: 


‘€ Resolved, That this meeting, and, as we firmly believe, 
the people of Kentucky of all parties, have a deep and abi- 
ding love of the Union as it is, and regard it as the only guar- 
antee of their future safety, prosperity, and liberty, as it Mas 
most assuredly heretofure heen the great promoter of their 
happiness and glory, and we should consider its dissolution 
as the greatest calamity, not only to ourselves but to man- 
kind. 

«That the same fraternal feelings and love of freedom 
which controlled the immortal framers of that great instru- 
ment ought always to govern us, and we doubt not influenced 
the committee of thirteen in agreeing to their report on the 
slave question in the Senate of the United States. 

“That we are rejoiced to learn that our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress from Kentucky are perfectly 
united on this disturbing question, and we hope soon to see 
an amicable settlement effected on the basis of that report.” 


They then express the wish that these resolu- | 
tions should be sent to their Representatives, that 


Congress. 

Mr. President, I believe that nineteen-twentieths, 
if not ninety-nine out of a hundred of the people | 
of the United States, desire most anxiously a 
settlement of this question, of the whole question— 
of the restoration once more of peace, and harmony, 
and fraternity. And, sir, | do think thata large 
majority, an immense majority of the people is in 
favor of that particular mode of settlement, in sub- 
stance, which has been reported by the Committee 
of Thirteen, and adverted to in these resolutions; 


| but, at all events, of settling the question and re- 


storing peace, and restoring to the Congress of the 
United States the faculty of legislating once more 
for the great interests of the country. This is the 
sentiment which prevails in the entire Union. Sir, 
I hope the Union will be shortly gratified by some | 
measure reasonably satisfactory to the whole | 
country, in every quarter. To suppose that it 
will be entirely so to one side or the other, exclu- 
sively, is to suppose whatis impossible. We must, 
upon subjects of this kind, as upon all human sub- 
jects, recollect the frailties, defects, and diversities 
of opinion which prevail in the constitution of our | 


ment, and measures as we find them. 

But I really did not intend to say as much as I 
have. +I rose to present the resolutions in the first 
place, and to express the hope also that the reso- | 
lution presented by the Senator from North Caro- | 
lina, [Mr. Bapcer,] to meet hereafter at eleven | 
o’clock, might be taken up and adopted at once, 


| and that for the three ensuing days, including | 


Saturday, we will meet at eleven o’clock, and in 
the course of that time come to a vote upon the 
report of the Committee of Thirteen, so that its 
fate may be known. I hope the bill may pass, | 
though some pave supposed that a different fate 
awaits it; but, whatever it be, let its fate be known. 
We know that a vote is to be taken soon in the 
other House on a subject embraced in this bill, and 
it is of as great importance that they should know 
what we have done, or are likely to do, as it is 
that we should know what they have done or are 
likely to do. TI hope the resolution will be taken | 
up, and that for the next few days we shall debate | 
this subject and decide the fate of this bill, one way 
or the other. 

J ask that, without reading, the resolutions which 
[ offered may lie upon the table. I will not ask 
for the printing of them. 

The motion was agreed to. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- || 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the || 
proceedings of a public meeting, held at Syracuse, 
New York, the 16th day of May, 1850, with a 
preamble and resolutions expressive of the opin- | 


ion of said meeting in relation to the edntission of |, 


California, and the questions in agitation before 


PRIVATE BILL. 

Mr. HALE. ‘The Committee on Pensions, to 
which was referred the joint resolution from the 
House for the relief of the children Of Sarah 
Stokes, have directed me to report it back without 
amendment, and, to ask its immediate considern- 
tion. The. facts are simply these: the widow 
Stokes died, leaving the sum of three hundred dol 
lars due to her. This resolution is merely to au- 
thorize the department to pay that sum to her ad- 
ministrator, for the benefit of her children. There 
is some difficulty in the way of the payment; and 
therefore this joint resolution has been reported, 
The Commissioner on Pensions says be has no 
objections to its pagsaye. 

Mr. BADGER. | object to its consideration at 
this time. 

The resolution was accordingly laid over under 
the rules. ' 

INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Committee 
on Military Affairs, to which was referred Senate 
bill to increase the rank and file of the army, which 
has passed the House of Representatives with an 
amendment, have had the amendment under con- 
sideration, and have directed me to report it back 
to the Senate without any recommendation, I 
will state to the Senate that the members of the 
committee that were present were equally divided 
as to whether the amendment should be adopted 
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| or not, and they, therefore, report it back to the 


Senate without any recommendation. I would 
also say to the Senate that this bill provides for 
the increase of companies serving on our frontier, 
giving a force which is very necessary at the pres- 
ent time to defend the frontier settlements. | ask 
for its consideration now. 

Mr. CLAY.» 1 object. 

So the report was lJaid over under the rules. 

HOUR OF MEETING. 

Mr. BADGER. If there be no farther reports, 
I ask the Senate to take up for consideration the 
resulution which I offered yesterday respecting 
the hour of meeting. 4 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question will 
be on taking up the resolution. 

Mr. HALE. I hope the rules will be adhered 
to. 

Mr. CLAY. What rules? 

Mr. HALE. The rules prescribing the order 
of W@siness. ® 

The VICE PRESIDENT. They have been 
adhered to. The Chair has called for petitions and 
reports in their regular order. The question now 
is on the motion to proceed to the consideration of 
this resolution. 

Mr. CLAY. On that question I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SMITH. | ask thatthe resolution may be 
read. 

The Secretary accordingly read it, as follows: 

Ordered, That from and after this day the daily hour of the 


meeting of the Senate shall, until otherwise ordered, be 
eleven o'clock, a. m. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I just now pre- 
seiited a bill, and asked the unanimous consent of 
the Senate for its consideration. Objection was 
made to it for the purpose of considering this reso- 
lution. My opinion is, that to furnish men for 
the defence of the women and children and de- 
fenceless inhabitants of the frontier is more im- 
portant than to meet at eleven o’clock. Debates 
here only serves to expand the subjects of debate 
My opinion is that the most important service [ 
can render is in the committee room, and that all 
this Congress has done has been to scatter seeds of 
excitement over the country. It would be for- 
tunate indeed if we sat fewer days and fewer 
hours. 

Mr. HALE. I also wanted to say that! ro- 
ported a joint resolution to pay to the orphan 
children of a deceased soldier the sum due to them 
on the treasury books of the United States; but 
that was objected to by the mover of this reso!u- 
tion, and it appears as though we considered this 
resolution to meet an hour earlier of more conse- 
quence than doing justice to the children of those 
who fought the battles of our country. 

Mr. RUSK. There are hundreds, at leust a 


t many others, who are precisely in the same 
grea y P ) 


» reported against printing the same; | condition, or perhaps in a worse ¢onditio:, than 


Congress 
which was agreed to. 


those referred to by the Senator from New Harap- 
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shire. Their appeals are on our table, and it is } 


impossible to get at them. The fact is, we have 
been here for a period equal to a very long session 


of Congress, and I venture to say that, since the | 
foundation of the Government, there never was so 


little of the ordinary legislative business of the 
country transacted during such a length of time. 
The whole time is consumed in making speeches, 
and there is no voting. Until yesterday, | do not 
know when we have voted half a dozen times on 
any single Way. There have not been a dozen 
bills sent to the President during the six months 
we have been in session. 
at twelve o’clock, and nothing has been done. Let 


us try meeting at eleven, and perhaps Senators || 
will get tired of speaking all day, and proceed to | 


take some votes towards evening. 


Mr. CLAY. 


to dispatch business, he ought to vote for this 
very resolution, which will enlarge the time for 
legislative action, and give more time and better 
opportunity to dispatch the ordinary public busi- 
ness. With regard to the report mate by the 
Military Committee, of which the Senator from 
Mississippi is cleirman, what was it? 


If the Senator who sits before me | 
[Mr. Hare] really wantg, as | suppose he does, | 





He stated | 


that he had made a report, with regard to which | 


there was an equal division in the committee, a 
great diversity of opinion, and he proposed to 
teke it up now, with that division of opinion in 
the committee, and go into its consideration. Now, 
I suppose it is a case of which | know very little, 
and should expect to be guided very much by the 
opinion and explanation of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi. I know nothing about it: but I suppose 
there would be discussion, and a prolongation of 
debate upon the subject, and therefore | thought 
it right not to take it up. 

Sir, we have now been six months in session, 
and what have we done? The whole country is 
anxiously looking to have us arrive at some con- 
clusion on the subject before us, and will the Sen- 
ator who sits before me say, interesting as the 
subject he presents may be to individuals, that it 
is to be compared with that paramount subject 
which engrosses everywhere sucha feeling 
throughout the country? Itis with no unfriendly 
spirit towards any measure that | have desired the 
passage of this resolution. On the contrary, the 
very opposite is the case. It is to give time, and 
a due hearing to everything. I think by meeting 
at eleven o’clock, we cay at all events, disp@e of 
those subjects which stand in our way, and which 
now prevent us from doing anything with regard 
to the great public inierests of the country till we 
have disposed of them. After these are dispatched, 
if gentlemen want more time in committee, we 
can meet at twelve, or adjourn over from Thurs- 
day. To that 1 shall have no objection. This is 
only to meet the present crisis and exigency, and 
the necessity which arises not only from the 
public feeling and the nature of the subject, but 
from what we all feel who know anything of the 
condition of things either in this house or in the 
other. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I am very glad 
to see that there was an error with regard to the 
subject which I proposed for consideration. It 
was nota bill to be considered for the first time; 
it was one which had been passed and sent to the 
House, and passed there with an amendment. It 
was this amendment only which I wished to have 
considered. 

Mr. CLAY. But there was a division in the 
committee on the amendment, | suppose. 

Mr. DAVIS. There was. 

Mr. HALE. The Senator from Kentucky, 
telis me what | ought todo. Perhaps I ought to 
listen to him—— 

Mr. ATCHISON. I.ask whether discussion 
onthe merits of this resolution is in order till it is 
taken up? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 
not. Debate should be confined to the propriety 
of taking up the resolution. 

Mr. ATCHISON. Then I consider this discus- 
sion out of order. 

Mr. HALE. I will endeavor to confine myself 
to the reasons why we should not take up the 
resolution. and I shall be compelled to refer to 
the reasons given by the Senator from Kentucky 
why we should take it up. If I understand him, 
it is that we should have time to consider and pass 
the California bill, which we can do perhaps by 





on Friday and Saturday, in order to have the vote 
taken here before it is taken in the House of Rep- 
resentatives. That is the reason, as I understand 


coming here at eleven o’clock and sitting all day 
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it. Ido not know how far it is consistent with | 
the rules of the Senate to allude to what is tran- 


spiring in the other House. 
raise that question now. 
| up this resolution forthe reason which others 
| assign for taking it up. In this hot weather I do 
| not want to be driven to work harder, meet earlier, 


through, in anticipation of what may be the action 
in the other House. I do not know what the vote 
in the Ifouse may be, although I suppose the 
Senator wants to know. My impression is that 


when the House speaks they will speak louder || 
than any speech that can be made here during any | 


| of these three days. 
_ been taken in the other House it will do more to 
| quiet the country than anything that can be done 


here. Whathas delayed action here? It is this | 


| report of the Committee of Thirteen, which has 


occupied nine-tenths of the time of the Senate, and | 


if that committee had not been raised we should 

have gone on and finished the business which has 
. * 

now accumulated upon our hands. It is this ex- 


thirteen to tack together all these subjects in one 


| has caused this delay. I see the Chair thinks | 


}am out of order, and therefore I will sit down. | 


| [Laughter.] 


| The question was then taken on taking up the || 
| resolution, upon which the yeas and nays were as | 


| follows: 


YEAS—Messrs, Atchison, Badger, Bradbury, Bright, 


| Butler, Clay, Cooper, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Dodge of Iowa, Downs, Foote, Houston, Hunter, Jones, 
| King, Mangum, Mason, Miller, Morton, Nagrris, Pratt, Rusk, 


| Shields, Smith, Spruance, Sturgeon, ‘Turney, Underwood, | 


and Whitecomb—30. 


NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Berrien, Borland, }] 


| Chase, Clarke, Clemens, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, 


| Seward, Soulé, Upham, and Yulee—19, 


| So the motion to take up the resolution was 
| agreed to. 


“Mr. CLEMENS. 
Mr. PEARCE. 


Mr. President, I desire to 


against this proposition. 
olution frem any disposition to delay the settle- 
ment of this question, which seems to absorb 


terminating so late will impose on me; but it is 


must be performed, and which cannot be performed 
if we meet so early and adjourn so late ag is pro- 
posed, 
with business exceedingly harassing and trouble- 
some, and which requires the committee to meet 
every day in the week, when the members of. it 
are not called away by necessary business before 
other committees. If we meet at eleven o’clock, 
the hour proposed by the honorable Senator from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Bapeer,] that committee 
will not probably be able to make any report until 
the close of the session, if they make any then. 
For these reasons, ] cannot vote for the resolution 
in the shape in which it was originally introduced, 
| or for it if it be amended in the manner proposed 
| bythe honorable Senator from Alabama, [Mr. 
CLEMENS. | 

Mr. CLEMENS. _I made the motion to strike 
| out eleven and insert ten, for the reason which I 
will briefly state. If we meet at eleven o’clock, 
we will not be able to attend our business in the 


as we must neglect such business, anyhow, if we 
change the hour of meeting, we had better meet 
as early as possible. I voted against taking up 
the resolution because I have business that con- 
'stantly requires my attention until after eleven 
o’clock. But if our business is to be néglected, 
let us meet as early as possible. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I am. person- 
ally in favor of the amendment proposed by the 
honorable Senator from Alabama, and afm, person- 
ally, very willing to meetat ten o’clock. I should 
therefore vote for the amendment without hesita- 
tion, so far as I am personally concerned; but I 
am well aware that the resolution so amended 
would not command the approbation of the Senate. 





t do not propose to || 
Iam opposed to taking || 


|| and sit later, for the purpose of hurrying a measure | 
We have tried meeting || 


3ut when a vote shall have || 


|| traordinary attempt made by the committee of | 


\| dish so as to make it palatable—it is that which | 


Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, Feich, Greene, Hale, Pearce, | 


I now move to amend the | 
resolution by striking out eleven and inserting ten. | 


state the reason which shall influence my vote || 
I do not oppose the res- || 


everything else, or from a desire to shrink from || 
| the labor which sessions beginning so early and || 


because there are other indispensable duties which || 


Iam, for example, ona committee-charged || 


departments and in the committee rooms. And | 


June 6, 


—-——- eee 


| For that reason, and for that only, | shall in 


against the amendment. 

While up, I would say to the honorable Senaio, 
from New Hampshire, [Mr. en) Who hag 
taken it in such ill part that I should object to the 
immediate consideration of the joint resolution 
which he proposed this morning, that this enlaro». 
ment of time which the Senate will have, if thy 
resolution be adopted, to devote to business, w;j 
be a means of affording an opportunity to gentle. 
men to get such necessary business throug) 
without interfering with that portion of the day 

| that ought to be devoted to the consideration of 
the order of the day. If his object, therefore, jy 
| to get such business through, he ought to vote fo 
| the resolution which | have offered. Unless th 
| resolution be adopted we must be under the neces. 
| sity, in the first brief hour, mostly consumed jp 
morning business, the presentation of petitions, 
reports, and resolutions, of interposing some ob. 
jection to the consideration of measures which 
gentlemen may desire to have considered and 
|| passed. 
The yeas and nays were demanded and ordered 
on the amendment of Mr, Cremens. 


j 





Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. Presideni, 
| from the remarks of the honorable Senator from 
North Carolina, it would seem that we are to haye 
two hours of morning business if this resolution 
be adopted. I would ask him if such is to be the 
case? 
Mr. BADGER. If the gentleman will consul; 
| the rules of the Senate, he will find that “the 
President of the Senate shall not call for the orders 
of the day until one o’clocx, unless otherwise di- 
rected by the Senate.”’ . 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, 
from the tone of this discussion it is evident tha 
| the object of meeting an hour earlier than usual is 
to begin to consider the report of the Committee of 
Thirteen at twelve o’clock. We shall thus gain 
nothing for other measures by meeting an hour 
earlier than the regular time. We can scarcely 
get a quorum so early as eleven o’clock, and in 
| the mean time the business of the several commit- 
' tees will have to be neglected. If my services are 
in any degree important to the Senate, | would 
say that my labors in committee are worth much 
more than théy are in the Senate Chamber. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, in order to 
make myself understood, I must say that | did 
not mean to intimate that it would necessarily fol- 
| low that the Senate should not proceed to the 
consideration of the orders of the day until one 
o’clock; but it seems to me very obvious, that if 
we meet an hour earlier than usual, we can, when 
occasion requires, go half an hour beyond twelve 
_ o’clock, or even go on until one o’clock, if pressing 
| business, requiring immediate action of the body, 
should render such a course proper. That he 
been the course hef€tofore, when the Senate met 
at eleven o’clock, as it has been usual to do about 
this period of the session. 

Mr. BUTLER. I rise to suggest that whether 
we agree to meet at ten o’clock or at@jeven o'clock, 
| we should adjourn sooner than we do. I myse! 
_ prefer doing business in the morning. There 84 
| great deal of business to be done in the committees, 
| to be sure. But what is the use of th@ commitiees 
| laboring, when no reports which they make cal 
|| be acted upon. I prefer being in the Senate Cham- 
ber in the morning. Let gentlemen who have pr 
| fessional business to attend to take the aflernoot 
| for it. . 
| Mr. BERRIEN. Mr. President, Teunderstand 
| that the original resolution to meet at eleven o'clock 
was offered in order to afford time to bring to & 
‘termination the debate on the principal bill re 

ported by the Committee of Thirteen. With that 

| object in view, of course nothing can be gained for 

the morning business by meeting at the hour pre 

sed; for I suppose that the consideration of the 

| order of the day will be called for at twelve 0 clock 

|| instead of one o’clock. Tam not disposed to be 

| lieve that anything can be gained by meeting 5 

| the early hour proposed. For that reason I sha 
|| vote against the resolution. 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, 1 understood ™Y 

| friend from Georgia to say that nothing is (0° 


eeant meeting at an earlier hour than thet 





now fi The orders of the day constitute : 
the business that is before the body, and om 
special orders ca” 

If we meet at eleven o'clock: 


[ a ee eee 


got out of the way. 
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so soon as the special orders can be got out of the || Maryland, [Mr. Pearce.] The duties of that 
way, the orders of the day, which constitute the || committee are very laborious. I happen also to 
ordinary business of legislation, can be taken up. belong to another important commitiee. But what 
{ think that the morning business, petitions, re- || is the use of our acting in committee, when the 
rts, and resolutions, would be expedited by || reports of committees are laid upon the table and 
meeting at the time proposed. I am exceedingl never acted upon, and cannot be acted upon, until 
anxious to dispose of some of these orders, which || this other matter shall be disposed of? | myself am 
are very important, [tis utterly impracticable to || willing to devote three or four hours in the evening 
et at the ordinary business until the great ques- || to business, in order to get clear of the intermina- 
tions reported upon by the Committee of Thirteen || ble matter before us. We are expected to come 
shall have been acted upon. a to some issue upon the all-absorbing topic of the 
[ shall not vote in favor of meeting at ten o’clock, || day. The eyes of the whole country, from the 
vecause | think that the hour between that and the St. Lawrence to the Rio Grande, are upon this 
proposed hour of meeting might be employed by || Congress. Excitement rages all over the country. 
the committees in getting through the business be- || Bill upon bill has been reported on other subjects, 
fore them, which must now be greatly diminished. || but they cannot be acted upon. Under all the eir- 
We liave now been between six and seven months || cumstances, let us, at least for a few days, try the 
in session, and of course the business before the || experiment, and see whether or not it will be at- 
various committees must be greatly diminished. | || tended with any beneficial result. 
am on the same committee with the honorable | Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, I do not under- 
Senator from Maryland, (Mr. Pearce,] and for || stand that the resolution contemplates any perma- 
myself | am willing to meet at an earlier hour, in || nent change in the hour of meeting. The change 
order to get through with ‘the business of that || is only proposed for the present, for the purpose 
committee, provided that by so doing I can facili- of meeting the peculiar state of business now on 
tate action here on important public business, our hands. It is intended to meet the peculiar 
Mr. MANGUM. Mr. President, I propose to || state of public affairs at this time. 
amend the amendment of the Senator from Alabama | While, sir, it is impossible to get the Senate to 
by adding ‘and that the Senate shall proceed to || consider any question of a private character; while 
the consideration of the compromise bill one hour || it is impossible to get private bills considered, and 
after the meeting of the Senate.’’ I desire this || for the reason that this great measure absorbs al! 
measure to be a temporary one. I know very || others, I am in favor of changing the hour of 
well—— || meeting—not to ten o2clock, however, for] do not 
Mr. CLAY. I would suggest to the honorable || believe that practicable; I do not believe that we 
Senator that he can make that motion when we || could meet at ten o’clock in sufficient numbers to 
take up the bill, ‘ i| transact business; but I believe that we can meet 
Mr. MANGUM. I move to add it to the reso- || at eleven, and that something will be gained by 


jution. || that change. I shall vote against the amendment 


The VICE PRESIDENT. That is not now || for another reason. I believe its adoption would 
in order. defeat all change. 

Mr. MANGUM. But it will be after we shall Mr. CLEMENS. From what has fallen from 
have voted on the pending amendment. I shall || the Senator from Indiana, it is necessary that | 
vote, Mr. President, for the proposition of the || ask a question. Is it not the constant practice of 
Senator from Alabama. I was opposed, originally, || this Senate to make ‘speciak orders for half-past 
to changing the hour of meeting; but it has been || twelve o’clock? And if we can make a special 
formally announced to the Senate that on Monday || order for half-past twelve o’clock, can we not for 
next a proposition will be made for the indefinite || half-past ten o’clock ? Can we not make the com- 
postponement of the bill reported by the Com- |} promise bill the special order for half-past ten 
mittee of Thirteen. I desire that that bill shall be || o’clock? And then who il stay away? 
amended. Though I concur in the report of the || The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
Committee of Thirteen, yet I shall give my assent || Mr. Crentens’s amendment, it resulted as fol- 
to reasonable amendments that will make the || lows: 
measure more agreeable—always retaining the YEAS—Mesers. Borland, Butler, Chase. Clemens. Cor 
great principles of that report as the basis. 1 || win, Dayton, Dodge of Wisconsi», Dodge of lowa, Douglas, 
shall, therefore, vote for the earliest hour pro- Hale, Jones, Mangum, Morton, Pratt, Sebastian, Soulé, 
posed, with a view of gaining so much more time way at eth eee a tentieit Bell. Re 
for the consideration of this subject. 1 know |} ton, Berrien, Bradbury, Bright, Clay, Cooper. Davis of 
very well, sir, that it is in the power of the Sen- || Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickinson, 
ate, day by day, to call up that measure for con- rns wae a wae eraen wee King, 
: ? ® f s 9 > NO 8, SK, Sew: . “s, 
sideration at any moment; but I desire that, when euuiieeds Underwood, Upham, Weliatet, and Whitcomb 
we make a change so unusual as this at this || 33. 
pone of the session, we shall,know for what we So the amendment was not acreed to. 
gh ; Mr. MANGUM. Mr. President, I shall not 
Mr. BORLAND. Mr. President, before the || offer the amendment which I indicated awhile 
vote is taken on the amendment, | wish to give the | 


; : |} ago. 
reasons wh h will-control my vote. | voted | “Mr. CLEMENS. I now move to amend the 
against taking up this resolution, for the reasons | ; ' , 


. resolution by saying that each day, at half-past 
assigned by other Senators, that there is before the’|| eleven @ clock, we proceed to the consideration of 
committees business of such an amount as to 


: : : © |} the compromise bill. 

make it almost impossible for Senators to do their || The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion is not 

ae in committee, and attend to their places in || now in order. It will be properly in order when 
- Senate at the time proposed by the resolution. || that bill shall be taken up. 

eon like to be here in proper time. It has Mr. HALE. I move to amend the resolution 
ey the Senate to Ene me on four committees, by triking out the word “ hereafter,” and in- 

; : g , 
all of which are working committees; and I can | serting in lieu thereof, * from and afier Monday 
say, in all candor, that { have more business on || jet.” 
my hands nee Lean attend to. Although I con- The amendment was not agreed to 
sume a very large portion of the twenty-four hours, Th sisi at train, 
: . e question on the résolution being then ti 

I am still behindtaad; and if we meet an hour | 4 : ng then taken 


earher, I shall get much more behind. But, for the by your ent ey eee: 


ver ; YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger Benton, Bradbury, 
y good reasons assigned by the Senator from | Bright, Rntler, Clay, Clemens, Cooper, Dawson, Dickinson, 


Alabama in offering his amendment to make the || Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Downs, Foote, 
Not of meeting ten instead of eleven o’clock, I | paeiaty Sette ae ee eg ve Mason, Miller, 
shall v . Morton, Norris, Pratt, Rusk, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spru- 
glect pen eer Dealt, if ae to vell ance, ‘Turney, Underwood, Walker, and Whiteomb—35. 
pee mmittee, we might as we || NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Berrien, Borland, Chase, 
‘eglect them altogether. I shall, therefore, vote || Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Missis 
for the amendment. 


; sippi, Dayton, Felch, Greene, Hale, Soulé, Upham, Webster, 

Mr.RUSK. Mr. President; I thought I should || “4 Yvee—"6 

not be under the necessity of saying another word. || 5° the resolution was agreed to. 

The reason offered why we should not meet at the THE COMPROMISE BILL. 

time proposed—eleven o’clock—is the great labor 

which Senators have to attend to on their respect- 

lve committees. As it happens to be a little fash- 

_— to give experience, I will say that | am on || as a State into the Union, to establish Territorial 
© same committee as the honorable Senator from | Governments for Utah and New Mexico, and ma- 
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king proposals to Texas for the establishment of her 
| western and northern boundary. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The pending ques- 
tion is on the amendment submitted by the Sena- 
tor from New Jersey, to the amendment of the 
Senator from Wisconsin, to insert after the word 
| “slavery,” thewwords ‘connected with or grow- 

ing out of any contract hereafter made,” 

Mr. SEWARD. Onthat amendment I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WALKER. I am inclined to think, Mr. 
President, that the amendment s®bmitied by the 
Senator from New Jersey, was submitted by him 
from an apprehension that there was some consti- 
tutional difficulty in the way of the amendment 
which | introduced. So faras I have been alle 
to inform myself, i am inclined to think that the 
apprehension is not well founded. Peon servi- 
tude, as it exists in any of those territorics, does 
not seem to grow out of a species of. contract of 
any kind, standing alone, as a contract upon 
which a prohibition against the validity of con- 
tracts would apply; but it seems to grow out of a 
kind of local institution, or ordinances of the dif- 
ferent cities, communities, or countries. It ap- 
pears that there is a kind of practice there of ad- 

| vancing wages to the individual who enters into a 
contract to serve or work. He can extinguish the 
debt thus contracted by working it out; but then 

| his servitude becomes perpetual by reason of 
there being no way of his escaping from it, in 

consequence of the prohibition which we find in 
the ordinances of the country. I will again read 

| one of these ordinances, which was brought. to 
the notice of the Senate yesterday;.and by its 

| operation, you will perceive that the peon is com- 

| pelled, either to serve his former master, or rather, 
I should say, the master to whom he is indebted, 
or to go without employment altogether. ‘The 
translation of the ordinance is this: 


* That no person whatever shall from henceforth bite or 
take into his service any Indian without a certificate from 
the former employer of that Indian stating that the said em 
ployer has no claims on the services of that Indian for wages 
advanced. 

‘* Any person taking into his employment any Indian 
without such certificate, and advancing any money or pros 
erty to the said Indian, shall forfeit any money or property so 
advanced ; and if it should be proved that any Indian bas 
been enticed away from the service of bie master, the person 
| convicted of having so enticed him shall be liaide to a fine 
not exceeding twenty dollars, nor Jess than five dollars,” 


Now, it will be observed that before the servant 
| carr obtain any subsequent employment, he is to 
procure a certificate from the employer he has just 
left, who may, on the most trifling allegation of 
debt, refuse it; and in this way his servitude is per- 
petuated by these oppressive ordinances. Now, it 
appears to me, and | think it may also be made to 
appear to the Senate, that we can easily abolish 
that system of peonage by which the freedom of a 
| man is placed entirely within the control of his last 
employer—for it is effectually placed within his 
control, and all he has to do to prevent his obtain- 
ing employment elsewhere is to refuse to granta 
certificate. 

For myself, Mr. President, I cannot see that 
those contracts are of such a kind that we are 
constitutionally prohibited from impairing sheir 
| validity. I therefore hope that the amendment of 
| the Senator from New Jersey may not be adopted; 
| for | have no doubt that, if he understood this 
thing, as | think I do, he would be decidedly op- 
posed to the continuance cf this system of oppres- 
sion; of continuing this power and control—cus- 
tody, I may call it—in the hands of the employer, 
| because he may, at some period of his life, Bave 
| advanced a few dollars to a poor creature who bas 
been under the necessity of submitting to that spe- 
cies of employment. However, sir, "if 1 be in 
error, if there be anything in those.contraets which 
we ought not to impair, 1 would be as much op- 
posed to doing anything improper in regard to the 
| rights of coniract, as guarantied by the Constitu- 

tion, as any other Senator. But 1 must say that 
| L do not view it as violating tie Con sLitation in 
| any particular, when | propose to abolish this sys- 
j tem. 1 must say that I am-opposed to slavery in 
| every shape; and I will further say now, thal. my 


feelings were greatly moved the other day when I 
heard the remarks of the honorable Senator from 
| Louisiana, who spoke of American citizens heing 
in peonage and bondage, and under the control of 
| Mexicans. My feelings, sir, as an Americas, re- 
volted at it; and while my feelings aiso revolt at 
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any other species of Slavery which familiarity has 
rendered less revolting, and which is only less re- 


culiarly revolting. 


Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, in the obser- | 


vations which I made yesterday, | suggested that 


ment, even if it should be reamended by my prop- 
osition. 


Senator from Missouri and others are in favor of 


that proposition—I desire to put it in the most un- | 


exceptionable gbape. 


Now, sir, one word in reference to the proposi- | 
tion itself, and the amendment which I proposed. | 
One objection which I have to the amendment of 
the Senator from Wisconsin, arises from the fact |, 
that we are dealing with a subject which we do not | 


even profess to understand. It is making the Fed- 
eral Government take the initiative, as to the mu- 
nicipal regulations of a new State or Territory, or 
whatever tt may be. And 1am not disposed, for 


one, in this blind way to legislate, changing so ma- | 
terially a municipal and long-continued law of that | 
I think if we attempt it, we shall vote | 


country. 
without due light, and without a due knowledge of 


the subject; and for this reason I dislike to vote at | 


all upon the main proposition. 


But, sir, it seems to me, that from the statements 


of the Senator from Wisconsin, and the decree 
read by him, (which I believe wasalso read by the | 
Senator from Missouri yesterday,) of themselves, | 
show the propriety of adopting the amendment 
which I have offered. The amendment is, that thig 
peon servitude shall not exist as connected with or | 
growing out of future contracts. The Senator | 
says he does not know thet it is a servituce which 
is of such acharacter as to come within the provis- 
ion of the Constitution in relation to contracts. 


Ido not myself know that it is, but it is, at all | 


events, a doubtful question; and I must say that, 


so far as | understand it, it is a question growing | 
If it does not | 
grow out of contracts, what does it grow out of? | 
It entitles the master or employer, or whatever | 
= may choose to call him, to the labor of the | 
t 


out of, or connected with contracts. 


borer, be he Indian or whoever else he may. 
Now, what doesthat grow out of? It grows out | 
of the preexisting debt, the contract of the party, | 
whether Indian or not, to work out the debt. You 
are about now to say that that agreement shall | 
have no force, no efficacy, either as to the time 
past or the time tocome. | mean that it shall have | 
no efficacy as to the servitude, whatever may have 
been the contract. It seems to me, therefore, that 
itis a question immediately connected with and 
growing out of contract, and nothing else. 
Then again, sir, | admit that my feelings have | 
not been so much excited in regard to the doctrine, | 


or the fact, or the nature of peon servitude, as ap- || 


pears to be the case with some gentlemen in this 
Chamber. Sir, within the memory of every man 
in this Chamber, there has been a worse than peon 
servitude in every State ofthe Union. In Great | 


Britain what was the system in relation to debt, | 
Why, sir, you were en- || 


even in our memory ? 
titled to take every article of property the debtor 
possessed, and, if that was not sufficient to liqui- 
date the claim, you were entitled to the surplus 
proceeds of his hast, or at your option @o seize 
his person and confine him within the four walls 
of a jail. 


tyrannical than this system of peonage known to 
the laws of Mexico. é 
are not so highly worked upon in discussing this 


doctrine of peonage. Still, however, I admit that |, 
the doctrine, as a doctrine, and the practice, as a || 
practice, is wrong; and at the proper time, and in | 


a proper way, | am willing to abolish it; but 1 | 
dislike to deal with it finally now, for! do not) 
understand it. {I must say, too, that it would be 
more proper and more in conformity with our gen- | 
eral mode of legislation to leave these. municipal 
regulations to the people of the country them- | 
selves, and not to inflict upon them a mode of col- | 
lecting their debts by legislation here. I therefore | 
desire that if this amendment pass at all, it should 
pass with the additional amendment which I have 
offered, although I must confess that I have no 
anxiety about either of them. : 

Mr. CLAY. We have been six months, in 
some form or other, engaged in the consideration 
of African slavery; and, as if we had not enough | 


i 


But if it is to pass—and | understand the | 


|| amendments before us. 


|| are told that we 


|| either by law or by contract. 
|| law, and without the consent and will of ehe slave, 


That | suppose was peonage at the | 
common-law, and infinitely more harassing and || 
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| six months, about which I myself know but little, 


|, and perhaps the Senate generally do not know 
volting from its very familiarity, this system is pe- | 


much. We have some general historical informa- 
tion which travelers have told us about it, but we 
do not know its minute operations, its relations 


|| upon society, its effects upon the Indians them- 
I had no anxiety for the passage of this amend- | 


selves, or its tendency to civilization or otherwise, 
in those countries in which it exists. For one, 
Mr. President, I profess to have no such amount 
of information upon the subject as to authorize 
me to legislate upon it. I do hope that, as I be- 
lieve there are many important amendments to be 
offered to the bill, the Senator from Wisconsin 
will withdraw his amendment, so as to avoid dis- 
cussion, as we are evidently not in a position to 
legislate on the subject now. Is it not a much 
more fitting subject for the consideration of those 
local legislatures, which we propose by this bill or 
some other bill to establish—ia it not,d say, a 
| much more fitting subject for such local legisla- 
tures to consider? We have never been among 
them; we know nothing of them; but the legisla- 
tures of the localities will be particularly informed 
of its operation, and if it is oppressive, or tyran- 
nical, or injurious, they will doubtless repeal it. 
There is no prohibition of the exercise of their 
power, and I think it is unnecessarily taking up 
the time of the Senate when we have momentous 
I hope the Senator from 
Wisconsin will withdraw his amendment, and let 
us proceed to the consideration of other amend- 
ments which appear to me-to be more important. 
But, sir, if he persist in it, | must say that I think 
the Senator on my left [Mr. Dayton] is right. 
We cannot violate contracts. I do not know much 
about this system; but, from what I do know, it 


; appears to me to be a description of servitude 


springing out of contracts, and if they are con- 
tracts, it is an infringement of the Constitution of 
the United States to violate them. 

Mr. SEWARD. I have asked for the yeas and 
nays upon the amendment of the Senator from 
New Jersey for the purpose of recording my vote 
against it; as [I shall with great cheerfulness and 
pleasure record my vote in favor of the original 
proposition to abolish peon slavery. We have 
been, as was remarked by the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky, sim months here engaged in 


|| endeavoring to admit California, and I have spent 


all the days of those six months endeavoring to 
arrest African slavery. Failing in that, to my 
profound regret, Ido not think it ought to be un- 


|| worthy of our care to prevent the enslaving of 


other class or caste of men. We 
now nothing or not enough about 
' this peon slavery to legislate upon it. Sir, we 
have known enough to subvert the constitution of 
New Mexico and to undertake to give it another, 
and to subvert the constitution of Utah and to 
| give it another; and we know, therefore, that we 
ought to understand the systems which have pre- 
| vailed there, and the systems which ought to be 
substituted, if any, in their place. Now, we 
know this in regard to peon servitude—that it is 
sLAVeRY, and that it is slavery that is created there 
If itis created by 


Indians or of | 


then it is void, or ought to be, and ought to be 
abolished. If it be created there by contract, then, 
_ sir, I have no difficulty in regard to the proposi- 
tion; for I hold this truth to be self-evident, that 
‘‘all men are created equal,’’ and that they have 


|| inalienable rights, and that among those rights is 
My sensibilities, therefore, | 


| LIBERTY. 

Mr. PRATT. I desire to say a word to the 
Senate in relation to the ordinance which has been 
referred to by the Senator from Wisconsin this 
_ morning, and also referred to by the Senator from 
| Missouri yesterday. I find that this is not the 

ordinance by which this species of servitude was 
originaily established, and there may be some 
question whether it applies to the territories in 
reference to which we are now legislating. But, 
even if it does apply without the limits of those 
territories, it is only a municipal regulation in 
| reference to that subject, and not the law by 
| which this servitude was originally established. I 
| believe, however, it does not apply to the territo 
| for which we are now legislating. It is an ordi- 
nance respecting the employment of Indians. Thus 
it commences: 


| Be it known to all persons residing within the jurisdic- 
| tion of Monterey that the magistrate of said jurisdiction and 


| 
| 





‘Then comes the ordinance itself, as it has a) 
ready been read. Now, there is a decree affect) r 
only a particular district—that of Monterey—s, 
it is signed by ** Walter Colton” as * chief mao; 


| trate.”’ It is, then, an ordinance established 


our own people since the conquest of Californ; 
and is applicable to that district of country | 
reference to which this amendment does not a . 
It does not at all apply to the territory to Which 
this clause of the biti refers. 

I rose merely to correct the Senator from Wis. 
consin—to put him right in reference to this jay 


| It is not, perhaps, that our own people in this te, 
| ritory would not have a right to do what this ley 
| has done; but the ordinance certainly has no refer. 


ence to the original law by which this description, 
of servitude was created. Now, if we had thay 
law before us, or if it be the law of custom, } 
would be necessary for us to understand it bef, 


; ; fore 
we can legislate upon the subject. But it Occurs 


| to me, that, independently of the considerations 
| growing out of this ordinance itself, the territorig} 


legislature which we are about to establish, if jj 
has any peculiar offices to perform, among thog 


| offices will be to legislate upon thé very Subject 
_ now under consideration. 
| New York suppose that American citizens, inhg). 
| iting that country and forming a territorial legis). 


Can the Senator fron 


ture, would not legislate properly in reference 


| this subject of servitude or slavery, if it is to be » 


called? I am entirely willing to leave it to th 


| territorial legislature; and, moreover, | do not ly. 


lieve that we have power to pass such an amend. 
ment as that which is proposed. 
Mr. HUNTER. I am opposed to legislating 


| on this subject, for the reasons which have bee 
| given by the Senators from New Jersey and Ke. 
| tacky. This is a matter upon which none of y 


are sufficiently informed; I certainly have not is. 
formation enough to justify me in acting upon i: 
It has been called an institution; I incline to the 
belief that there is no such institution as that of 


| peonage in the country for which we are legislating, 


It is not one which is known to the Mexican laws, 
and I am afraid that, if we meddle with the subjec 
atall, we may go further than we design. We 
may not only deprive the laborer of an opportunity 
of disposing of his labor, and exchanging persona! 
service for the means of subsistence, but we may 
impose great inconvenience upon society in the 


| district where this labor is required. 


So far as I have been able to ascertain the his- 
tory of thi matter, I am inclined to believe that 
the form in which it now exists arose out of cus- 
tom. Originally, under the Spanish law, ther 
were certain officers in each municipality who a- 
signed these Indians to certain persons whio were 
allowed to appropriate their services; a certain 
class of Indians were required to labor during 
certain weeks, and were assigned to the various 


| Spanish proprietors of the soil around. Finding 


however, that this was against the spirit of the 
age, in the year 1812 this forced assignment of 
Indian laborers was prohibited. But there had 
arisen a custom, and it is that custagn which now 
exists. It appears that those persons who ea- 
ployed peons used to sell them goods, for which 
they bound themselves by contract to serve their 
creditors; and the Indians, being improviden', 
never paid the debt, so that it resulted in this 
species of servitude; and this, as [ have already 
said, was owing to no peculiar fault of the Mexr 
can law, but to those improvidences which we 
cannot regulate by law. As I understand it, the 
Indian who can pay his debt is entitled to be r- 
leased from servitude by the Mexican law. Ané 
it is because of his recklessness and want of fore- 
aight that he is nut released. I do not see, the", 
how we can destroy this system, without at least 
running the risk of destroying what is regarded # 
a relation between master and servant in all other 
countries in the world. I believe that in this case 
the master may require a specific performance of 
the contract; that is, he may require it to be per 
formed in service or labor, and there may be® 
punishment if he does not so perform it; in other 
words, it is a relation subsisting between the !»- 
dian and the master similar to that which subsis!s 
between the master and the apprentice. _ 

itt submit to the Senate ei in iis 
ter of this importance, we ought to egisiat 
in the dark, and more i when we cot 
sider that there will be a territorial legistatur 


of that, peonage has sprung up at the end of these || the board of council have decreed the following.” composed of persons cognizant of all the circum 
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stance’, who will understand the relation between || lous, than attempts to meddle with legislative mat- || sons from employing him; and 1 take it to be tix. 


master and servant as it exists there,and who will 
also have the power to remedy whatever it may be 
necessary to remedy in it. ill it not be better 
to leave itto them to make any changes which the 
pature of the case may require? It seems to me 
that it would be unsafe to legislate on the question || 
ie WALKER: Had | assumed the position 
which the Senator from Maryland represents me | 
as having assumed, he would have been correct in 
what he has stated; but he misapprehends the 
sosition which I took, and places mein one which 
Paid not seek to occupy, and then he corrects me. | 
Sir, | referred to that ordinance simply as a speci- || 
men of the laws passed in different parts of the | 
country. I read this one to show that, under its || 
operation, the servant did not become a servant 80 | 
much by virtue of his contract, as by the inter- || 
ference of the man who had last employed him; 
for it will be pereeived that this species of ordi- | 
nance is such as to prevent him from becoming a 
free man—not of his own fault, but because the 
master whom he last served refused to give him a 
certificate, which he might do on any trifling alle- 
gation of debt. It was for this purpose that I 
produced that ordinance, and for none other. 

A word now as to what has fallen from the Sen- 
ator from New Jersey. He says that this is an in- | 
terference with municipal regulations. Does he || 
see nothing in this bill which interferes with the 
municipal regulations of the country? What does 
he see in that provision which prevents the author- 
ities from taxing the property of non-residents 
higher than that of residents, and which may be || 
a provision of the most injurious kind? I have || 
been in a territory, and I know the embarrassment | 
and injustice which such a provision produces. || 
You have non-residents holding large landed prop- 
erty, which they keep on speculation, while the 
settlers of the country are improving these lands || 
in value, by the improvements which they are || 
making in the vicinity of these lands; and yet the || 
local authorities have no power to tax the non-resi- 
dents higher than those who reside there. This I 
regard asan interference with municipal regulation, || 
and which, as I shall propose, should be stricken 
out of the bill. 

Again, we propose to restrict the people in the | 
right of exercising the suffrage. This, it is true, 
may be a political regulation, but they — adopt 
the township system of government, which gives 
them the power to levy their own road and school 
tax, and yet you would restrict thé class of per- 
sons to whom this privilege should be given; and 
there are various other matters in this bill which | 
may be said to be infractions of the municipal 
rights of the people. But, sir, on the subject of | 
the constitutional objection, let me add another ob- 
servation. It is not every interference with a con- 
tract which affects its validity. Here is a contract || 
made: what is it? Say an obligation to pay so 
much money. But we know that, in our country, 
a contract for labor may be liquidated by money. 
It is, therefore, only the remedy which is proposed || 
to bé affected by this amendment. There was 
once such a remedy as imprisonment of the body. || 
Who ever thought it was affecting the provisions || 
of the Constitution of the United States in relation 
to contracts when that remedy was proposed to be || 
repealed? And now, in proposing this remedy, I | 
think we are none the more interfering with the 
validity of contracts than we were then. 

I again disavow any desire to interfere with the | 
constitutional rights of the people there, or to im- |) 
pair the validity of contracts; but, if there be an || 
improper law existing there, it is well that Con- | 
gress should step in and see it repealed, and pre- || 
vent the possibility of its existence in future. 

Mr. FOOTE. I have no idea of detaining the \ 
Senate by discussing this question. But it appears 





to me that upon this question the Senate is divided | 
inte two distinct classes, one professing to know || 
nothing on the subject of peonage at all, and the 
other professing to know everything, and yet who 





prove that they know less than those who ak 


acknowledge their ignorance. I doubt mu 
whether there is a single Senator here who ever || 
saw a contract, except it may be my 
friend on the left, [Mr. Rusx,] and he considers 
the thing of so little importance as not to regard it | 
worth his while to detain the Senate with any at- 
tempt at explanation: Allow me to say that nothing 
can be more mischievous in itself, or more ridicu- 





| expected that we would interfere with their do- 


| esced so quietly in the transfer of citizenship 


| who support this measure would violate their 


|| The sooner, therefore, that we get back to port the 


| tem of law upon the subject. That ordinance, under 


| owner of the peon, if he refuses his discharge upon 


ters which we do not understand. [tis obviously | actly the case with the peon. 
much wiser to allow such matters to be attended 
to by those who best understand them, confining 
our attention to suitable subjects of legislation. 


Again, Mr. President, by the 9th article of the 
treaty, it is obligatory upon us, in relation to the 
) Suita’ Mexicans in this country, to grant to them full 
My own opinion is, farther, that we cannot le- | protection to their property. This is a species of 


gislate upon this subject of Mexican peonage with- | property, and we have no right to interfere with 
it 


out violating the principles of good faith towards 
Mexico, and the people of the territories; because 
if such an institution be actually existing there— 


I believe it has been often said that when our 
institutions are fully established in that country, 
the course of time would abolish this system of 


| the existence of which has not yet been proved | peonage, because it is a thing which is opposed to 


on this occasion—it is evident from the fact of its 
being established there at the time of its acquisi- 
tion, that it was not expected by the Government 
of Mexico that we would do the least detriment 
to this institution in the manner now proposed; 
nor could the people cf the territories ceded’ have 


the feelings of our people, and could not exist 
where our people establish lawsand government. 
Till that time arrives, I trust that we will not pass 
the limit of our proper authority; and that we will 
not interfere with the domestic relations of a peo- 
ple over whom we claim to exercise the powers of 
government. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. In the present condition of 
the bill, [ shall vote for the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from New Jersey, although, under other cir- 


mestic rights, else they would hardly have acqui- 


effected by the treaty. Now, sir, lam as much | 


| opposed to violating any principle of good faith, || cumstances, | should have voted for the proposition 


impliedly connected with this treaty with the || of the Senator from Wisconsin. 1 would, how- 
Mexican Government and the people inhabiting || ever, prefer that the bill should be silent upon these 
those territories, as I would be of violating my | questions; but if we are to take cognizance of the 
own oath of office for the purpose of carrying out | subject of slavery there, then | am compelled to 
certain abstract principles of national law. Never || vote according to my view of what is right under 
will [ consent to violate my own sense of what is || my instructions ‘This species of servitude called pe- 
honest and equitable, and conformable to good || onage I understand to result not from a contract to 
faith, in order to enhance my own consequence as | serve, but is the effect of being indebt. It requires 
an agitator of abstract and startling theories. | | no contract on the part of the peon to serve his mas- 
hope, therefore, that we will give the go-by to this || ter or his creditor; it only requires that any individ- 
proposition. Every one must see that, in under- || ual should create a debt, and then peonage exists, 
taking to legislate on this subject, we are wander- || if he is unable to pay; for this gives the creditor a 
ing in the dark, and may commit mischief withou. || right to take the peon before the alcalde, and he 
intending it. gives the creditor power over him, so that he must 

Mr. WALKER. I donot know what the Sen- || complete his service before the debt is paid. The 
ator means when he speaks of violating his oath || master then furnishes the debtor or the peon with 
of office. Perhaps he will explain. all his supplies, for which he charges his own 

Mr. FOOTE. I did not allude to the Senator || prices, and credits him with his services, and doubt- 
from Wisconsin. || less always takes care to strike a balance against 

Mr. WALKER. I hope the Senator from || the debtor, so that he is never able to discharge the 
Mississippi did not suppose that any gentlemen || debt. The consequence is that the peon becomes 
a slave for life; and net only a slave for life, but 
oaths of office. || the debt descends to hig posterity, and the children 

Mr. FOOTE. I was not alluding to any gen- || are furnished with supplies by the master in the 
tleman in particular. I merely made a general | same way as were the parents. Thus the son, 
remark. If any one felt its application to himself, || when he comes to maturity, finds himself indebted 
I am not responsible. But I feel bound to say | toihe master to such an eXtent that he never can 
that the honorable Senator from Wisconsin is one || free himself, and the consequence is, that his chil- 
of the last men in the world to whom I would || dren are made slaves irrevocably, without their 
think of specially applying the remark referred to. || own consent. Thisis aspecies of slavery that is not 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I think we have || confined to any color, to any race, or te any de- 
traveled far enough now to perceive that we are || scription of men, but applies to all men, black and 
out at sea, without chart or compass, legislating || white, no matter what may have been theirorigin, 
upon a subject about which we know but little. || male and female; there is no distinction of color or 
sex, of age or of race. An American citizen who 
may be in New Mexico under this law, und be- 
|| comes in debt to the amount of five dollars, is, un- 

der this system, a slave, and his posterity after 

him, for all time to come, if it should happen that 

he cannot pay. It requires, as | understand it, no 


better. [tis proposed to legislate on the subject 
of peonage, and it is evident, from the ordinance 
that has been read, that some members of the Sen- 
ate suppose it is confined to Indians. 

Mr. WALKER. I merely referred to that or- 


| dinance as an instance of legislation on the subject. | contract except the one creating the debt; and the 


Mr. DAVIS. Then it appears that theSenator did | law gives the creditor the power to seize the debtor, 
not mean us to eodeietene this as the general sys- | and have him conveyed before the aicalde, and 
gives hima right not only to take possession of 
the existing laws of the country, could have none || that debtor, but to charge him with all his supplies, 
of the'evil effects which he supposes, because the | and thus the peon becomes a slave fdr life, and his 
children after him. If this be the case, there is no 
the payment of the debt, can be-compelled by the | re ; for we have been told, and the law has 
magistrate of the district to give that discharge. been read here, showing that no man can be hired 

Peonage does not rest upon any law of Mexico. || as a servant or workman to any second master, 


| It came from Spain to Mexico, and to Spain it | until he has had a certificate of discharge from his 


came from Rome. It is a contract modified by || firstone. Thus it is clear that there is no remedy, 
custom, so that the child of the peon passes with | no escaping this servitude, and the white man, the 
his estate. It isa hard species of service; and this || free man, the American citizen who has been free 
causes peonage to be worth so little that the master || his whole life, and his posterity, may be held to 
takes no care of the peon. | servitude which has no end. 

I think, Mr. President, that we know too little || Sir, I think, if we are to take jurisdiction of this 
on this subject to legislate upon it; besides, I hold | subject of slavery at all, if we are to restrict’ and 
that it is one of those relations of personal property | limit the action of territorial legislatures, our first 
for which the Federal Government cannotlegislate. | duty should be to abolish this revolting system, 
I do not take the ground that the Constitution for- || by which white men, our own kindred, may be 
bids us to interfere with contracts. The Consti- || reduced to a system of slavery, provided they 
tution forbids any State to impair the obligation of || should happen to be so unfortunate as to be unabie 
acontract. Those who framed that Constitution || to pay a debt of five dollars. For one, Mr. Presi- 
believed that the Congress of the United States || dent, I am disposed to put an end to thie peonage 
would neverinterfere with private property, and that | system. ; s 
they could not therefore impair the obligations of | Mr. RUSK. 1 desire, Mr. President, to say on 
contracts. This spécies of property, then, resting as | this subject a very few words. Mexican peonage 
it does upon contract, is much in the same position _ has its origin in the civil law, and existed in Spain 
as the apprentice isto his master. Theapprentice | long before Mexico was discovered, and it is bot- 
runs away from his master; what does the master | tomed upon contract. The Senator from Liinois 
do? Why, he advertises him, and forbids all per- | says that there is no contract about it. 
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Mr. DOUGLAS. I said the debt created the 
contract, 

Mr. RUSK. I should like to know how a debt 
ean be created without a contract. This is one of 
the institutions growing out of contracts, and can- 


ii 
1 
1 
| 


this question of peonage, they certainly are able to 
regulate everything relating to slavery of any 
other kind. If, however, we are to perpetuate 


|| any system of laws there, let us exclude white 
_ men from being subject to peonage. 


not be interfered with without impairing the valid- | 


ity of contracts. If it is an institution of such an 
outrageous Character as has ‘been represented, it 
ought to be abolished; but it seems to me that 
much time and a great deal of breath has been 


African slavery into these free territories, when 
gentlemen mighthave exhausted their philanthro- 
py on a subject much more worthy. 

It has been supposed by some high function- 
ariés that these people of New Mexico are capable 


The question was then taken on the amendment 


| to the amendment proposed by Mr. Dayron, and 


resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Berrien, Bradbury, Clay, 


| Clemens, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawson, Dayton, 


: . | *kines pias ‘e a | I i i B. i as 
wasted ofthe subject of extending the curse of || Dickinson, Douglas, Felch, Hamlin, Hunter, King, Mason, 


Miller, Morton, Smith, Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, 


and Webster—23. 


NAYS—Mesers. Badger, Bal lwin, Bell, Benton, Borland, 


Butler, Chase, Corwin, Davis of Mississippi, Dodge of Wis- 


of forming a State government, and are now ready | 


to do so and to ask admission as a State; and cer- 
tainly, if 1 am not mistaken, the Senator from Lili- 
nois was desirous of giving them that privilege. 
Well, sir, if these people are so enlightened, if 
they understand so well how to manage all their 


consin, Dodge of Iowa, Foote, Houston, Jones, Manguin, 
Norris, Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, Seward, Shields, Soulé, Tur- 
ney, Upham, Walker,aad Whitcomb—26. 
So the amendment-to the amendment was lost. 
The question then recurred on Mr. Warxer’s 


| amendment. 


political matters as to come in as a State, in the | 


name of common sense, I ask, cannot they be per- 
mitted to regulate this matter of their own, about 
which we know very little? Asa general system, 
I believe [ know something about its operation, 
but not sufficieut to enable me to legislate upon it. 
livery city, every town, every municipality has a 
right to make regulations about their peons or 
servants. And perhaps there may be half a dozen 
different systems now existing in New Mexico, 
in different localities. Under all the circumstances, 
it seems to me clear that the best plan that we can 
adopt is to leave this matter to the regulation of 
the people among whom it exists, because we do 
not know what remedy we can apply. But, sir, 
if geatlemen want an object on which to exercise 
their philanthropy, let me tell them that there is 
now in New Mexico a system of slavery of the 
most abject and heartrending character—a system 
which is not only continued from day to day, but 
is increasing from day to day, by the culpable ne- 
glect of this Government to protect its citizens 
there, of which I shall ‘present some instances 
when the proper time comes; and then I hope gen- 
tlemen will use both their eloquence and their votes 
in providing for such measures as will prevent the 
wives and children of the citizens of that territory 
from being carried off and made slaves to savage 
Indians. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I have made no harangue on 
the subject of black slavery. ‘The gentieman from 
Texas has mistaken entirely the purport of my 
observations. I think it is probable he did not in- 


Mr. DOUGLAS called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I know enough about this 
peonage, from what I have read and heard, to be- 


| lieve it to be an execrable kind of service, and one 
| which it is very desirable to getrid of; but I do 


| embarrass it with any such questions. 


not desire or intend to complicate this bill, or to 
Whatever 


| restrictions may have been placed in other parts of 
| the bill, were not placed there with my consent, 
| for I voted to strike them out and get rid of them. 


| against this form of servitude. 


_be done at an early day; but [ do not desire to | 


I will not vote to legislate over matters in this 
territory so entirely domestic as this is. The re- 
striction whith has been placed in this bill, or I 
should rather say, perhaps, which has been re- 


tained in it—by the vote of the Senate yesterday, | 


legislation in the territories 
** All rightful sub- 


jects of legislation”’ are still left open to them, and 


does not embrace 


if the people in the territories have not intelligence 


to legislate to regulate a domestic affair of this kind 


understandingly, and as*it should be legislated || 
upon, I shall despair of guiding them in this way | 


with leading-strings three thousand miles long. I 
have no doubt that it is very desirable to get rid 
of peonage, and I have as little doubt that it will 
embarrass this bill with it. There is embarrass- 
ment enough around jt already, and conflict of 
views enough, and I Risctere prefer to keep it 
out, and shall vote to keep it out. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Watker’s 


' amendment, and resulted as follows: 


tend to do me the injustice of attributing to me the | 


idea which his remarks would seem to convey, 
when he spoke about carrying slavery into the 
free territories. 


Mr, RUSK. The only reference I had to the 
Senator from Illinois was that he had said that | 
these people were capable of forming a free gov- || 


ernment. If they 
no doubt about their ability to manage their own 
affairs as related to peonage. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Precisely. And now one 
word upon that point. He asks me, if these peo- 
ple are capable of managing their own affairs upon 
ali other subjects, are they not capable of gana- 
ging their own affairs on this subject? Cofiniy 
they are. are capable of managing all 
things except regulating this 


If the 
their affairs in all 
matter of servitude, are they not capable of regu- 
lating their affairs so far as they relate to master 
and servant? I say they are; and | put that very | 
principle to the test yesterday in the Senate, and 
the Senator from Texas voted against that very 


principle. Am I mistaken? 

Mr. RUSK. What was the question? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
Senate to the test on that very question. 

Mr. RUSK. If my vote of yesterday requires 
an explanation, [am ready to give it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
then to vote that the question of the relation be- 


I understood the Senator 


were 80 capable, there could be | 


YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, Chase, Cor- 
win, Davis of Massachusetts, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge 
of lowa, Douglas, Feleh, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Jones, 
Norris, Seward, Shields, Spruance, Upham, and Walker—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Berrien, Bor- 
land, Bright, Butler, Clay, Clemens, Cooper, Davis of Mis- 
sissippi, Dawson, Dickinson, Downs, Foote, Houston, Hun- 
ter, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, 
Sebastian, Smith, Soulé, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, 
Webster, and Yulee—32. 

So the amendment was lost. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I gave notice of an amend- 


ment to the 39th section of the bill, in relation to 


|| the boundary of Texas, on the 16th of May last, 


which I will now move, after having first modified 
it. Il wish to strike out the word * that’ in the 
14th line, and insert the word ** such;” and after 
the word “* latitude,” in the 16th line, to insert the 
words ** and the legislature thereof may direct.”? 
Mr. YULEE. We have not yet disposed of 
all the amendments proposed to the 10th section. 
Mr. CLEMENS. I have no objection to your 
amendment being voted on first. I withdraw my 
amendment for that purpose. 
The amendment was accordingly withdrawn. 
Mr. YULEE. Before leaving the tenth section, 


| I will propose the amendment which I brought to 


the notice of the Senate yesterday. I suppose it 


/ was the intention of the Senator from Georgia, 


I said I yesterday put the 


{Mr. Berrren,} and the majority who adopted his 
amendment yesterday, to put this bill, as far as 


| relates to the territorial governments, upon the 


tween master and servant should not be left to the | 


territorial legislature. I am acting now in obedi- 
ence to the decision of the Senate, and if you are 
not willing to leave it to the territorial legislature, 
i ask you to regulate it yourselves, and let_us 
abolish this system of peonage. I should not 
have asked to abolish this system of peonage if 


| basis of the Clayton compromise. 


A material 
point in that compromise has not been reached - 
the amendment. The idea which ruled in that bill 
was to throw both parties upon their constitutional 
rights, removing all obstructions to a fair test, and 
facilitating an early trial. It was alleged by some, 


| and understood to have been so decided by the 


you had been willing to leave the whole question || 


with them, 


Supreme Court, that the Constitution of the United 
States did not extend, proprio vigore, to the terri- 
tories, but only so far as it was extended there by 
the legislation of Congress. To avoid any em- 


But if they are competent to regulate || barrassment from this technical point, the Consti- 


| which 
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tution was expressly extended to California y d 
New Mexico by a section which was the only ong 
I believe, introduced hy the Clayton committee. 
To prevent the legislature from interrupting by itg 
local legislation this trial of right under the Con 
stitution, the authority to legislate for * establish. 
ing or prohibiting slavery” was interdicted, lt 
will be recollected also by the Senate; the eXten. 


ne 


sion of the Constitution to the territories was the 


precise point of controversy during the last session 
The Walker amendment, as it was designated at 
the time, extended the Constitution to the terri. 
tories. It was objected to by the Senator from 
New Jersey (Mr. ‘Dayron] and other Senators 
mainly on that account, their purpose being tp 


| leave the Mexican laws in unobstructed force, s9 


far as legislation could accomplish that end. Upon 
this point the two interests mainly divided—upon 
this point the Senate and House of Representatives 
divided—and upon this point all legislation for the 


oo of the territories failed at that session, 


ith the view to bring the Senate to a direct yote 
and to determine if it is the intention of the friends 
of the measure to ingraft the whole spirit of the 
Clayton compromise so far as the territories are 
concerned, | will offer as an amendment, to be 
added at the end of the section, the following 
words: “and the constitution and laws of the 
United States are hereby extended over, and de. 
clared to be in force in said territory, so far as the 
same, or any provisions thereof, may be applica. 
ble.’ 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President 

Mr. YULEE. If the Senator will allow me, | 
will read the section in the Clayton compromise 
bill, from which it is taken. 

Mr. FOOTE. I rose for that purpose. 

Mr. YULEE. The thirty-fifth section of the 
Clayton comprumise bill is as follows: 


« That the Constitution and laws of the United States are 
hereby extended over and declared to be in force in the said 
Territories of California and New Mexico, so far as the same, 


| or any provision thereof, is applicable.” 


Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I stated yesterday, 
that if the Senator would look at the bill, he would 


| find the thirty-eighth section to be as follows: 


“ Be it enacted, That the Jaws of the United States, which 


| are not Jocaily inapplicable, shall have the same force and 
| effect in the said Territory of New Mexico as elsewhere in 


the United States.” 
Mr. YULEE. That provides for the laws only. 
Mr. CLAY. If the Senator would move to 
amend the thirty-eighth section by inserting the 


| words ** Constitution and,’’ so as to make it read, 
**the Constitation and lawa of the United States 
| not locally inapplicable, 


”? it seems to me that 


that would be the mést appropriate place to intro- 
duce it. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I will say to the Senator from 
Florida, thatthe reason why the amendment which 
I proposed to the tenth section was confined as it 
is, was that there are two sections in this bill spe- 
cially applicable to New Mexico and Utah, one of 

Se been read by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, and the other of which is in the same words. 
His amendment ought to be offered to those two 
sections. 

Mr. YULEE. 1 would have no objection, but 
my purpose in offering it where I did, and in the 
words I did, was, to adhere precisely to the phrase 


| ology of the Clayton compromise bill, which is 


departed from in the section to which the Senator 
has called my attention. As a part of the phrase- 
ology had been adopted in the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Georgia, it appeared to me 
best that the rest should be preserved. 
Mr. BERRIEN. I should have had no hesita- 
tion in adopting that course, if there had not been 
twe other sections of this bill by which the laws 
of the United States are extended to these territo- 
ries. It seemed to me that an amendment propo- 
sing to extend the Constitution of the United States 
to those territories, should be made to those sec- 
tions which extend there the laws of the United 
States. The object sought by the Senator from 
Florida would be attained if he would modify his 
amendment so as to make it an amendment to the 
twenty-first and thirty-eighth sections. ; 
Mr. FOOTE. Ido not intend to say anyshing 
in opposition to this amendment, except that 
never have doubted, and | trust that no southern 
man does, that~the Constitution of the United 
States was carried to these territories by the treaty. 
But if this be not the case—and surely speeches 
have been made here that ought to convince any 
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one that it is—if this be not the case, does any one 
doubt that the act of establishing territorial gov- 
ernments, under the Constitution of the United 
States, has the effect of carrying the Constitution 
of the United States there? Surely there can be 
no doubt upon this point. {do not mean to avow 
adetermination to vote against the amend ment; for, 
in a spirit of compromise, I will agree to it, but I 
regret the disposiuon manifested to overload the bill 
with unnecessary amendments, which may lead to 
misinterpretation and mischief. 

Mr. CLAY. One word only. On the ques- 
tion whether the Constitution of the United States, 
immediately upon the adoption of the treaty, was 
carried into California and New Mexico, and so 
forth, or not, is a question upon which I do not 
mean to express any opinion, as itis not necessary. 
iam inclined to concur, however, with the Senator 
from Mississippi, in the other position which he 
takes, that oy the passage of this law the Consti- 
tation of the cide 
by implication, carried over those territories. But, 
sir, waiving all these matters, it seems to me that the 
amendment can do no harm, because, if the Con- 
stitution of the United States is there already, why | 
our putting it there by another enactment will not | 
alter the case. If, then, the Senator from Florida 
will alter his amendment so as to insert the word 
« eonstitution” before the word “ law,” in the 
two sections alluded to by the Senator from Geor- 
gia, | shall make no objection. 

Mr. YULEE. I will suggest this course to the 
Senator from ———t as being preferable to the 
one he recommends. have not carefully exam- 
ined the phraseology of the section as it exists in 
the bill. I will, therefore, prefer to take the sec- | 
tion as it exists in the Clayton bill, altering the | 
word ** California” to ‘* Utah,” soas to make it 
appropriate to this bill, and offer that as a substi- | 
tute for the 21st section of the bill reported from | 
the committee. 

A SENATOR. 

Mr. YULEE. I understand the 3lst section 
to be the one which extends the laws of the Uni- 
ted States to the territories. 

ASenator. Section 38 relates to New Mexico, | 
section 21 to Utah. 

Mr. YULEE. Well, then, I propose to sub- | 
stitute the words of the Clayton compromise bill | 





for section 21. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, 1 am really indif- 
ferent about it. But, with regard to the Clayton 
compromise, it has not been made the standard by 
which this bill has been drawn atall.* [ never read 
itin my life. We ‘seard something about it yes- 


terday, and I had learned something about it be- || 


fore, but the advantage of this clause as it now | 
stands in the bill is, that itis taken literally, not | 
from the Clayton bill whicb did not pass Congress, | 
but from repeated acts of Congress passed in the | 
case of Arkansas, and, I think, of Illinois, but cer- | 
tainly of several other States. [ have taken the | 
precise language—which was adopted also by the | 
Senator from Illinois [Mr. Doveras] in the original | 
draught of his bill—I have taken the precise lan- | 
guage of the existing laws, in which the “ con- | 
stitution”’ is not specified. { have no objection to | 
the specification of the ** constitugion,”? but I think | 
it would be better just to add it to the existing | 
clause of the bill. 

Mr. YULEE. I will move, then, to amend the | 
bill by striking out the twenty-first section, and in- 
serting in lieu thereof the following: 


“fad be it further enacted, That the Constitution and | 
laws of the United States are hereby extended over, and de- | 
clared to be in force in the said territory of Utah, so far as 
the same or any provision thereof mav be applicable.” 


Mr. CLAY. Well, [ have no objection to that. || 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. Have the yeas and nays 
been ordered on this amendment. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. They have not. 


been ordered. 

_Mr. UNDERWOOD. Well, Mr. President, I 
rise for the purpose of asking.that they may be 
given, and [ do it for the purpose of recording my 
vote against the amendment, because it is identical 


with the provision of the bill as it now stands in | 


substance, although the phraseology is not pre- 
cisely the same. It is identical with the provision 


of the bill as it now stands, with the exception that | 


it proposes to extend the Constitution over the 
territories. Lam not willing, for one, by a legis- 
lative vote, to say that the organic laws of the 
United States do not extend over every part of the 


nited States would be incidentally, or || 


The 3lst section. 





| 


cessary by legislation to extend the organic laws 
over that ¢ountry. 


ave an opportunity of voting against it, to show | 


that I entertain a contrary opinion. I therefore ask || 


for the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. | 


Mr. FOOTE. 


woop,}] with whom -I perfectly concur as to the 

entire uselessness of this amendment. Ina spirit | 
of conciliation, however, | have been willing, at 
the suggestion of the Senator from Kentucky, who 
sits furthest from me, [Mr. Cray,] to amend the | 


toall. I will, therefore, vote for what I consider | 
to be useless, and refer my honorable friend toa 
principle of the common law. with which no one 
is more familiar than himself, which runs thus: 
utile per inutile, non vitiatur; which, liberally trans- 
| lated, means simply that a surplusage cannot vitiate. 
| On this principle | can vote for the amendment. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Iam disinclined to put 
upon record anything which will justify the in- 
ference hereafter that the Constitution is to be ex- 
tended by legislation. It does seem to me to be a 
matter of some little consequence, and | would | 
rather vote against the amendment on that account, 
and leave it upon the record that we did not think | 
it necessary. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. 


| 
| 


I agree entirely with the 


point, that the Constitution is there now, but I 

also say that if it is not it ought to be. I should | 
not have had any doubts about voting with the | 
| Senator from Kentucky against this amendment, | 


Senators, to prove whether the Constitution was 
et : el 

| Or was not in force in the territories. The distin- 
| guished Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Wes- 


deceased, [Mr. Catnoun,] to prove that the Con- 
stitution did not apply to the territories, unless 
extended there by law. He did not, however, | 
convince me. [ still think that every American 
citizen, on American soil, is entitled to the benefits 
of the Constitution; but if there is any doubt upon 
that subject, if it is not there, it ought to be, and 
| I shall therefore vote for the amendment, in order 
| toavoid any controversy upon that point. 
Mr. DAYTON. I desire only to ask whether, | 
if the Constitution is not there, you expect to 


} 


Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I hope we shall not 
| tion is or is not there, for I believe that a speech 

upon either side of this question might be sensibly 

made for an hour and ahalf. (A laugh.) Ido not | 
think there has been any subject which [ have so 

much considered in relation to this matter as this 

very question; and | mustconfess that my opinion 

inclines to what | understand to be the opinion of 

the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wesster;} 

but let us avoid the question, and not take up and 

discuss a matter of this kind to consume time. If 

| the Constitution is there, well and good; if it is 

| not there, this enactment will carry it there. I 

will not, however, discuss this question. 
necessary, and I trust the worthy Senator on the 
|-opposite side (Mr. Younes) will be gratified bY 
having his own language introduced into the bill. 
I always give way, whenever the question is 
simply as to the form of expression, both forms 
meaning the same thing, to that which will please 
\| most the gentleman who insists on his particular 
|| phraseology. With that view, [ shall cheerfully 
vote with the Senator from Florida, although [ 
think he might have accomplished his object in the 
manner [| suggested. 

Mr. YULEE, It was not my purpose when I 
offered this amendment, nor shall I now, go into 
any extended discussion. I will say to the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] that it is not my 

phraseology which I insist upon, but inasmuch as 
|| the committee which reported this bill communi- 
cated to the Senate its purpose to have adopted the 
|| words of the Clayton compromise, and inasmuch 


| 








\i was changed at the instance of the Senator from 
* 


I wish to make an appeal to my | 
honorable friend from Kentucky, [Mr. Unper- 1 


bill as far as practicable, so as to be satisfactory || 


Senator from Kentucky, who last spoke upon this || 


but for the fact that, two years ago, a very learned | 
discussion took place here between distinguished | 


STER] made repeated arguments here in contro- | 
| versy with a Senator from South Carolina, now | 


carry it there by a legislative enactment? 


prolong the discussion as to whether the Constitu- || 


It is not | 


|| as, for the purpose of bringing the billinto the shape | 
'| of the Clayton compromise bill, the phraseology || principle that governs every rule “so far as ap- 
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country, but that, after we have made by treaty I Georgia, [Mr. Berrien,] it appeared to me to be 
any acquisition of territory, it then becomes ne- 
I am not willing to sanction a | 
— of that sort by my vote, and | wish to | 


very proper that we should pursue that purpose by 
adopting in this respect also the praseolugy of the 
Clayton compromise bill. 
ow, sir, with respect to the question pro- 
pounded by the Senator from New Jersey, {Mr. 
Dayron,} | will answer only that the same ques- 
tion was put and discussed by that Senator during 
the last session of Congress, and was then fally 
answered. Iam perfectly willing to leave the ar 
gument where it stood then. In respect to the 
remarks made by the Senator from Mississippi, 
{[Mr. Foore,] | would say that the Senator when 
he voted for the Clayton compromise bill did not 
consider it useless. The Senator from Missis- 
sippi 
Mr. FOOTE. I regret the spirit now mani- 
festgd by the Senator trom Florida, but I will say 





| to him that when I voted for it then, | thought ix 


| 
| 
| 


tt 


useless, and | voted for it for the same reason that 
will inddce me to vote for it now. 

Mr. YULEE. Well, if the Senator voted for it 
in the Clayton compromise bill thinking it use- 
less, that was not his opinion, | presume, when he 
voted for it in the Walker amendment at the last 
session, in the support of which he had so large 
a share. The amendment of the Senater from 


| Wisconsin, contrasted with that sent us from the 








House, presented mainly this single point of dif- 
ference, that the one provided for the extension of 
the Constitution of the United States, while the 


| other did not. 


Mr. FOOTE. I think the Senator must per- 
ceive that there is a difference between the two 
cases. In that case the point was considered 
doubtful, and was discussed at some length by the 
Senator from Massachusetts and others, and it 
was deemed prudent to insert this phraseology; but 
I do not deem it necessary in the enactment of a 
territorial bill like this, because the act itself would 
have the effect of extending the Constitution, if it 
had not been already extended. 

Mr YULEE. 1 will not press the point. As 
the Senator thought it useless on both these oecca- 
sions, I shall be satisfied with the vote he promises 
me on the present occasion. With respect to the 
Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Unperwoop,} I will 
say that, notwithstanding the opinion which the 
Senator expresses now, and which he expressed 
on a former occasion, when he voted against the 
Clayton compromise, a majority of the Senate 
adopted the section referred to as a part of the very 
gist of the compromise. 

Mr. WEBSTER. [do not intend to enter upon 
the discussion of this question. Enough was said 
about it at the last session, and if | did not satialy 
the Senate then, | shall not go into it now. Bat 
it does appear to me that the adoption of such a 
proposition as the one now before the Chair is 
subject to great objections. One is, that it extends 
the Constitution of the United States “so far as 
applicable.’”” Who is to judge how far that is? 


| There must be something more distinet and defi- 


nite than that, if you mean to doanything. And, 
then, sir, what are the great principles of the Con- 
stitution of the United States? That there shall 
be a Government—an Executive, a Senate, and 
House of Representatives; and another great prin- 
ciple jg, that the judicial office shall be independent. 
We es the bill say that this shall be the case ? 
No; We provides that the judicial office shail be de- 
pendent. And so you may run through the whole 
bill, and compare it with what we cail the prinei- 
ples of the Constitution of the United States, and 
you will find them equally repugnant to any such 
general declaration. Now, sir, | shall take no 
yains tO resist this proposition at present, but when 






| it shall get, on some future day, into the Senate, I 
| shall take the pains to draw up an amendment 


i| 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| stating that certain things established as bul warks 


of liberty in the Constitution and law—such as 
trial by jury and habeas corpus, &¢.—shall be 
held to be binding, and obligatory; and lawful, and 
paramount in these territories, while they remain 
as such. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I confess that I hear with 
some surprise the objections made Ly the Senator 
from Massachusetts to the terms that the Constitu- 
tion of the United States is to be extended to the 
United States, ‘so faras it may be applicable.’’ 
Now, sir, the Senator from Massachusetts will 
recollect, for he well knows, the common law 


plicable.”” So the organic laws are adapted and 
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extended to Utah and New Mexico, “ so far as | attach to this amendment, or whether I attach any 


they are applicable.”” These expressions are lia- 
ble to the same objections when applied to law as 
to the Constitution. 


Mr. WEBSTER. Will my honorable friend 


it 
it 
| 


value to itatall. I do myself entertain opinions | 


| in some degree coincident with those expressed | 


} 
1} 
ii 
iT 


allow me to ask him if the expression in common | 


law is not ** so far as it has been used and ap- | 


roved,’’ and not “ applicable?” 
Mr. BERRIEN. Those words certainly applied 


to the common law of England, as it had been || 


**used and approved”’ to a certain extent before 


! 
|| 


i! 

i} 

| 
| 


the Revolution; but we are about to apply our | 
laws to a territory where they have not been | 


**used and approved,’’ and consequently there 


| 
i} 


must be a difference of phraseology arising out of | 


a difference of circumstances. 


This expression | 


is analogous to that which was used in regard to | 
the introduction of the common law of Great | 
Britain here, as far as in the nature of circum- 


stances it can be analogous. 
what are the principles of the Constitution which 
are to be extended to the Territories? And the 
Senator from Massachusetts adverts to the organ- 


But, it is asked, || 


by the Senator from South Carolina, but there is | 


another class of gentlemen who think otherwise. | 


The Senator from New Jersey expressly objected 
to this particular phraseology, on the ground that | 
it might give to the South an advantage which it | 
had not otherwise—— 
A Senator. That was to the amendment of 
the Senator from Wisconsin, [Mr. Warxer.] 
Mr. YULEE. It is precisely the same thing, | 


j 
| 
i 
j 
j 


and inasmuch as the friends of this bill announce || 
to the public that those opposed to it are opposed || 


to territorial organizations that are identical with 
those proposed in the Clayton compromise bill for 


pretence is made by the friends of the bill, | have 
simply desired that they should include, in the 
form of territorial government which they pro- 


| pose for these two territories, precisely the in- 


ization provided for by the constitution of the Sen- | 
ate and House of Representatives and the judicial | 
department. Well, I can say generally, in answer | 
to that, that the Constitution of the United States | 


separates into two parts. One regards the organ- 


ization and.administration of the Government, the | 


other the rights of citizens. 
which accomplish the organization and adminis- 


needed in the territory. But the rights of citizens, 
those which the Senator from Massachusetts pro- 
poses to specify in the amendment which he has 


Those provisions | 


That is all. Whether I attach more or less value | 
to it, it is not necessary for me to say. 
Mr. WALKER. I would suggest that, by the 
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| 
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Mr. BALDWIN. [| now move to amend th 
27th section by inserting the following immediate. 
ly after the words ‘ African slavery,” in the §:; 
line: ** It being hereby intended and declared that 
the Mexican laws prohibiting slavery shal! be and 
remain in force in said territory until they shall be 
altered or repealed by Congress.’’ It seems to be 
conceded, Mr. President, on all sides of the cham. 
ber, that slavery is prohibited in all those tery;, 
tories which we acquired from Mexico; that i 
the Mexican law is to remain in force, that jay 
establishes freedom and not slavery as the law of 
those territories. The distinguished chairman o; 
the committee who reported this bill, has himself 


declared to the Senate that such is his understand. 


_ing of the law, and that if we pass this bill th, 
which they voted; I say that, inasmuch as this || 


Mexican law will remain in force; and, indeed, hy 


'| has informed the Senate that if such were not jp 
|| be the law, he would vote against this bill; for he 


| would never vote for any bill that would have th. 


tory are required to take an oath to support the || 


Constitution of the United States; and there is, I 
believe, a provision of the same kind in every 
territorial bill. I take it, therefore, that the gen- 


| eral provisions of the Constitution in favor of | 
tration of the Government, are of course not | 


human liberty go with the bill, without specially | 


| extending the Constitution, and that the amend- | 
|| ment is therefore unnecessary. 


intimated it to be his intention to introduce, those | 
in general terms which are principles of the Con- | 
stitution applicable to Americen citizens, wherever | 
found within the jurisdiction of the United States, | 
will be transferred by the operation of this pro- || 


vision into the territories. 
piving the amendment too much importance. 


But really, sir, this is | 
1 | 


hope that the further discussion of this subject |) 
will be postponed until the Senator from Massa- | 


chusetts shall offer the amendment of which he 


has spoken when the subject will be open for gen- 


eral discussion. 

Mr. BUTLER. [ shall not detain the Senate 
long; but as my vote will not perhaps altogether 
explain the opinions I entertain on this subject, I 
desire to say a few words. I have alwa 


stood that when you organize territorial govern- 


| should like to know what it is. 


ments, and establish the machinery of government | 


and courts of justice, that the judge in those courts 
administers the laws of the territory, but that the 


Constitution of the United States is the supreme || 
And without express extension of the Con- | 


law. 
stitution, any judge going into any one of the 
territories ef the United States under the organi- 
zation of a territorial government, could not deny 
the right of habeas corpus without being im- 


Mr. FOOTE. 


Senator from Florida does not attach any import- | 


ance to the amendment, it can only be for the pur- 
pose of momentary entertainment. 
Mr. YULEE. The Senator has no right to 
impute motives. 
Mr. FOOTE. 
portance to it, I shall vote for it; if he does not, I 
shall vote against it. 


If the Senator attaches any im- 


I | effect of extending slavery to territory now free. 
tents and contents of the Clayton compromise. || 


My own opinion is in accordance with that of the 
chairman of the committee, that if we pass this 


| bill, the Mexican laws prohibiting slavery will re. 
| main in force, and that the territorial legislatyr. 
fifteenth section of the bill, officers of the terri- || 


will not have the power of repealing or changigg 
those laws by its own legislation, under the pro. 
visions of this bill. But, sir, that is not the Opin. 
ion of other distinguished gentlemen who hay 


|| delivered their sentiments in the course of this de. 


bate. ‘The Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Berniey,] 
on the other hand, has expressed the opinion, that 
by the establishment of a territorial government 


| the Mexican law upon this subject will be abro. 


I rise simply to say that if the | 


gated, and that slavery may, under the Constity. 
tion and laws of the United States, which will 


|| then be in force, be carried into those territories, 
|| notwithstanding the original prohibition in the 
|| Mexican law. 


Now, sir, this is a subject about 


| which, in my judgment, there should be no differ. 


ence of opinion as to what Congress intends. We 


|| are here for the purpose of making a law for the 
| people of these territories—a law which is to goy- 


Mr. DICKINSON. Every Senator will ask | 


himself now, by what authority we hold this ter- 
ritory? If we can hold it under any other author- 


ern all our citizens in their relation to these territo- 


|| ries; we are enacting a law in behalf of the Ameri- 


ity than the Constitution of the United States, I | 


therefore, that the amendment is entirely unneces- 


on it. 
Mr. CHASE. 


I shall vote against this amend- | 


ment for the precise reason which the Senator | 
from New York assigns for voting for it—because | 


the Constitution extends to the territories, inde- || 
pendently of all legislation of Congress, in all || 
those provisions which are designed to secure || 
| rights of person or property. 


| the amendment because it is nugatory; no result 


| will be attained whether we adopt or reject it. 


peached , because it is a part of the law; and I say | 


furthermore, that if he undertook to construe any 


I || settled by it. 
contract, or permit any ex post facto law to be | 


passed there, he would violate the supreme law | 
under which he was acting, because the Constitu- |! 


tion, to the extent to which it is a 


a. is not 
only a part of the law, but it ist 


1¢ supreme law 


divisions in the Constitution. 

zation of the Government itself. Of course that 
is not applicable. 
country. Now the Constitution has certain great 
principles which must be enforced. 
disregard it in any part of the United States where 
an American citizen claims the protection of the 
laws of the country. I have only to say, that if 
to-morrow any set of men in the Territory of 
Utah were to rise in arms against the Government 
of the United States, to levy war, or to aid and 
give countenance to an enemy, they would be 
guilty of treason, without any special extension 
of the Constitution. 

I know that this subject has been a good deal 
discussed, and 1 am sorry that the Senator from 
Florida bas thought proper to introduce it now, 
for I agree thoroughly in the opinion that the 
moment we organize a territorial government, it 
carries with it the constitutional law. 

Mr. YULEE. If the Senator from South Car- 
olina does not like the amendment, I pooenees he 
will vote against it, and I am sorry for it. It is 


And the other is the law of the | 


It | 


is in keeping, however, with the general character | 


of the provision in regard to slavery. Nothing is 


the courts. 


It seemns to me, || 


1 shall vote agaiast || 
| the bill, 





| can people, who, however much we may differ 


in sentiment in regard to what would be the effect 
of this bill, can have, as lawmakers, but one will; 


| and they require us to express their will by a law 
\\‘sary, but I will vote for it rather than lose time || 
rf under- | 


which is susceptible of but one legal construction. 
If it be the intention of Congress that the law of 
Mexico shall remain; if it be the understanding of 
Senators who vote for this bill, that such will be 
its effect, why not frankly place upon the face of 
the bill, language which will be subject to no mis- 
construction? The object of the amendmentis to 
declare what the honorable chairman of the com- 
mittee has stated to be, in his opinion, the effect of 
I agree entirely in the sentiment which 
was advanced the other day by the Senator from 
Louisiana, [Mr. Souue,] that we ought not to pass 


a law which shall be understood in a different 


The question in dispute is merely || 
| shifted from Congress to the Administration and 


sense by those who coéperate in its passage. | 


|| do not concur in the sentiments advanced by the 


settlement and peace; but it will settle nothing, | 


and effect nothing beyond throwing the question || 
| of slavery into the arena of public discussion and || 


for every judge who administers there. | agree 
with the Senator from Georgia that there two |) 
One is the Ufgani- 


party strife. 
For myself, I hold that the Constitution extends 


to the territories, and in this we nearly all agree; || 


The bill is brought forward as one of || 


Senator in regard to what, in his opinion, ought to 
be the law; but I do concur with him fully in this: 
that in giving that law to the people, there is but 
one sound rule of legislation for us to adopt, and 


| that is, to declare our meaning in clear, plain, and 
'| intelligible language, so that there shall be no mis- 


but we differ widely as to the effects of the Con- | 


stitution upon personal rights. For my own part, 


| so long as the Constitution retains unaltered, that | 
provision which denies to Congress all power to 
|| deprive any person of liberty without due process 


You cannot || 


| of law, I shall not believe that any person can be || 


| 
| 
i} 


I] 


held in the territories as a slave without a viola- 
tion of that instrument. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Yurer’s 
amendment, and resulted as follows: 
* YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Berrien, Borland, Butler, 
Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dick- 
inson, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Houston, 
Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Pratt 
Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, and 


| Yulee—30. 


| Clarke, Coo) 
| Wisconsin, 


NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Benton, Bright, Chase. 
or, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge 
eich, Greene, Hamlin, Jones, Miller, Norris, 


| Seward, Shields, Smith, Underwood, Upham, Walker, 


| 


Webster, and Whitcomb—24. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

On motion by Mr. Downs, the twenty-seventh 
section of the bill was amended so as to corre- 


not necessary for me to say how much value I || spond with the tenth section. 


| the wishes of every inquirer. “The 


take in regard to it. I hold, sir, that this is a mat- 
ter which concerns us as legislators: that we have 
a duty to discharge which we cannot throw off on 
others. The people demand a law, a rule for their 
conduct, clear and intelligible. They do not ask 
us to give them a Delphic response, which may be 
interpreted in one way or in another, accordieg (0 
do not ask 

us for a law Tike those which are said to have been 
romulgated by one of the Roman emperors, s0 
illegibly written and hung up on pillars so high 
that they could not be read. They want a plain 
and intelligible law. The owner of slaves, if he 
wishes to emigrate into those territories, hasa right 
to know before he goes there whether the law will 
allow him to take with him his slaves, and hold 
them there in servitude. The free man of the 
North, or of the South, who desires to emigrate (0 
a country where freedom is to be the law, hasa 
right to know before he goes—as far as we ca 
inform him—whether heshall find it on his arrival 
a slaveholding territory, or a territory where the 
law of freedom prevails. .% 
The object of my amendment, then, sir, ® 
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simply to declare what we mean. 
ing a law which means something—a law which 
we desire the people to understand. How, then, 
do we ourselves understand it? Senators’ upon 
this side of the Chamber understand it in one sense; 
Senators upon the other side of the Chamber say 
that they understand it in another sense. Let us, 
then, not deal with the people in ambiguous ian- | 
guage, but let us declare plainly and frankly what | 
we do mean; and when we have intelligibly ex- | 
ressed what a majority of the Senate understand | 
the law to be, éf this bill is passed, then the people | 
of these territories will know from us what we | 
intend to declare the will of the American people | 


t 


be. 
° Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I rather think the || 
honorable Senator from Connecticut is talking of | 
what emigrants going to the new territories want, 
and he wants to give them that by another form | 
of the Wilmot proviso. Now, that has been voted | 
upon and rejected. If you get this enactment | 
made, is it not equivalent to the Wilmot provigo ? | 
And will not one expression of the sense of this | 
body satisfy the Senator from Connecticut, with- || 
out prolonging our sessions and our debates day | 
after day, by bringing forward the same things, | 
only in a different shape? | 

Mr. BALDWIN. I wish to ask the Senator a || 
question. Does he understand that such will be | 
the effect of the law, if passed without the amend- || 
ment I have proposed? || 

Mr. CLAY. If the amendment which the gen- 
tleman has offered prevails, it will be exactly 
equivalent to the Wilmot proviso, for it declares | 
that the law of Mexico abolishing slavery shall | 
continue in force. 





| lying east of the Rio Grande. 


|| attempted before to exercise. 








viewed by the Senator from Kentucky. It is not 
offering to the Senate the Wilmot proviso in a dif- 
ferent form, but it is offering to the Senate, in a 
lpable form, that which the hdnorable Senator 
imself, in reporting this bill, said would be the 
effect of it, if it should be passed into a law, but 
which other Senators deny. Sir, it is simply de- 
claring what, in the opinion of the majority of this 
Senate, the local law now is. It is nota call upon | 
the Senate to enact any new law, or to pass the 
Wilmot proviso, but it is to declare, as the sense 
of the Senate, what the law now is. It is because 
other Senators have denied the construction put 
upon the bill by the Senator from Kentucky, and 
because they have claimed that the law of Mexico 
establishing freedom and prohibiting slavery would | 
be abrogated, that I have felt it necessary to intro- 
duce this amendment, in order that when we are 
called to vote upon the bill we can vote under- 
standingly for a law which shall be interpreted 
alike by us all. Ido not wish to send out to the | 
people a bill which one-half of this body under- | 
stands to be one thing, and the other half under- | 
stands to be another and totally different thing. 
But, sir, there is another circumstance to which 
I beg leave to call the attention of the Senate, and 
which will show the necessity of this amendment. 
This bill contains a provision for the purchase of 
a large part of what the State of Texas, an inde- | 
pendent member of this Union, claims as a portign 
of her territory—all that portion of New Mexico 
The State of Texas 
is, at this very moment, trying to obtain jurisdic- 
tion in fact over that territory, which she has 
never, in my judgment, either rightfully held or 
Now, if this bill be 


Mr. BALDWIN. My question was, whether || passed by Congress, prohibiting the people of the 


the honorable Senator himself supposed such || 
would, or would not be, the construction of the || 
law, without my amendment? 

Mr. CLAY. I have frequently expressed my || 
opinion on that point, and what I have said I will || 
not retract, nor have [ altered my opinions. But, || 
sir, in what condition are we, with conflicting || 
opinions and attempting te make a compromise | 
without any one opinion triumphing over another ? || 
The Senator said that it was a conceded point that | 
the Mexican law is the local law in existence. 
Why, this is disputed on all sides of the Senate. 
I have stated what my opinion was. Other Sena- | 
tors, whose opinions are entitled to quite as much || 
weight as mine, have expressed a different opinion. | 
Then, again, there is another opinion, that the 
Constitution of the United States, the moment it | 
came to operate on these territories, abrogated the | 
local law. 


Now let us see, assuming that opinion to be cor- || 


rect, what will be the effect. Remember, Iam not | 
expressing my own opinion, but the opinion of 
those learned and able gentlemen who have ex- | 
— the opinion that the Constitution of the | 


nited States, in virtue of its own self-operation, || 
abolishes ali the local law, and all obstacles for the || 


introduction of slaves. How, assuming that to be | 
correct, will the question then stand, if the Sena- 


tor’s amendment prevail? The Constitution would || 


say one thing, and the honorable Senator’s amend- | 
ments would be in direct violation of the Constitu- 
tion, if that Constitution, according to the opinion | 
to which I h*ve alluded, has abolished the local | 
law. If that opinion be correct, his amendment 
will be unconstitutional. But if it were constitu- | 
tonal, it is precisely the Wilmot proviso in another 
and different form of expression. 

Now, sir, | am desirous of arviving at a speedy | 
conclusion of this matter. I submit to the honor- 
able Senators who have so much at heart the sub- 
ject of the abolition of African slavery, whether a 

ittle deference is not due to the opinion of the 
Senate, which has been expressed over and over | 
again? Sir, do not myselt offer my own course 
or my Own practice as an example for others. 1 
have already had occasion to state once before | 
during this session—and I will now repeat it—that 
lam for the trial of questions by argument and | 
reason, and if these instruments are not sufficient | 
to satisfy a eet I wouid submit, supposing | 
that the majority have the same right to their 

opinions as I have to mine. I repeat that this prop- | 
osition is the Wilmot proviso, and the second in- 





| 





stance of its having been presented after a majority 
of the Senate had rejected it. 

Mr. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I do not re- 
gard my proposition in the same light in which it is 


territories from passing any law, either for the ad- 
mission or the exclusion of slavery, I want to 
know what is to be the law of those territories? 
{ want to know whether the slave law of Texas is 
to be the law of that portion of New Mexico ly- 
ing east of the Rio Grande, or whether it is to be 
governed by the law of Mexico prohibiting sla- 
very? If the law of Texas is to prevail, you will 
establish by the provisions of this bill perpetual 
slavery over these territories, with no power in 
the territorial government to prohibit it. If this 


| amendment prevails, the bill will declare that these 


territories are under the law of Mexico, from 
whom, and from whose actual possession and ju- 
risdiction, we received them by the treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo. That is the point which | 
wish to establish. I do not wish to concur in the 
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simply, that the law of Texas and not the law of 
Mexico will prevail over this entire territory; that 
it shall be converted into slave territory, although 
in point of fact Texas has never, for one moment, 
exercised jurisdiction over it. That territory east 
of the Rio Grande has been, from the time of the 
first prohibition ef slavery by the Mexican law 
down to the ‘present time,as much dedicated to 
freedom as the soil of any free State in this Union. 


| Now, if the honorable Senator from Georgia un- 


derstands correctly what will be the relations of the 
people of this territory to the Government of the 
United States when this cession shall be made, if 
he is correct in his supposition that we shall re- 
cognize Texas as the proprietor of this territory, 
then it will folléw that the Texan law or law of 
slavery will be claimed by Senators who concur 
with that distinguished Senator in opinion, to be 
the law of this territory. It is to exclude any auch 
conclusions that I have offered this amendment. 
But the honorable Senator from Georgia is not alone 
in the expression of that opinion. The aame epin- 
ion was expressed < another Senator, by one of 
the Senators from Mississippi, [Mr. Foors,} in 
reply tothe Senator from Alabama, |Mr. Ciemaens.)} 
That Senator used the following language: 

Yes, sir, T insisted then that noscheme of cession should 
be proposed to Texas which did not cautiously reserve to the 
territory in which the right of property in the public lends was 
to he purchased, the principle of compromise embodied in the 
resolutions of annexation; this very thing was done by the 
report of the committee ; and yet the honorable Senator 
from Alabama can see no difference in this respeet between 
the bill of the Senator from Missouri und the present one.’ 


Sit, with this difference of opinion expressed in 
the Senate, by members of this body who are in 
favor of the bill reported by this committee, am I 
not right in supposing that a difference of opinion 
prevails among other Senators, who are expected 
to unite in the passage of this bill, as to what will 
be the legal effect of it, if it does not receive some 
such amendment as that which | have proposed? 
If it be indeed the intention of the Committee of 
Thirteen, if it be the intention of the majority of 
this Senate, that the law of Mexico, the statu quo, 
shall remain until it is altered by Congress, why 
shall we not say so? The honorable Senator from 
Kentucky says that it is a constitutional question, 
and that you are called upon to decide upon your 
constitutional powers. Are we not called upon, 
sir, to decide upon our constitutional powers 
whenever a bill is presented for enactment into a 
law? We must always decide what we believe to 
be our constitutional powers, and, having settled 
that question to ovr own satisfaction, we act in 


passage of a bill, the effect of which, in regard to ursuance of those powers as we understand them. 


the actual state of the law, either in that portion 
of this territory of which it ig proposed to take a 
cession from Texas, or in any other portion, shall 
not be clearly known. 

Now, Mr. President, when this bill was report- 
ed to the Senate, other declarations were made by 
distinguished members of that committee, besides 
those made by the honorable chairman himself, 
expressive of their views in regard to the effect 
of certain provisions in this bill. The Senator 


from Georgia, [Mr. Berrien,] in reference to the | 


contemplated purchase of territory from Texas, 
made this declaration: 


‘“ The recommendation—with which I, in common with 
all the other members or the committee, cordially concur— 
which proposes an appropriation of a certain sum of money 
to Texas, in consideration of her circumscribing her bound- 
ary—a recommendation which is founded on the assumption 
of her existence as one of the States of this Union on the 
terms and conditions on which she was admitted—seems to 
impose an obligation to explain that the ground which I 
have assumed is precisely that which [ occupied when the 
resolution of annexation, after having received the assent of 
Texas, was brought back to the Senate of the United States. 
Then, sir, notwithstanding my opinion that the Congress of 
the United States, in the adoption@§f that resolution, had 
transcended their constitutional power, I considered that it 
was my duty to submit to the will of the majority, expressed 
in the form which the Constitution had prescribed for the 
expression of the legislative will. Considering that the 
opinion which I personally entertained as to the constitu- 
tionality of this measure had been overruled by the decision 
of the competent constitutional authority of the United 
States, I acquiesced then, as I have done ever since, in the 
validity of that act; and, therefore, [ have cordially con- 
curred in the proposition to which the report refers—that 
which recognizes Texas as the rightful proprietor of the 
= which the United States proposes to acquire from that 

tate. 


Now, sir, if in the opinion of Congress Texas 
is the rightful proprietor of the soil and jurisdiction 
of the territory east of the Rio Grande, to be ceded 
to the United Stater on the terms proposed in this 
bill, what will hereafter be the claim? Why, 


Then, and not till then, is it the proper time to turn 
over a question of this sort to the judges of the 
United States for their decision. 

I deny that, according to any just theory of our 
Constitution, we can in the first intance turn over 
a great political question to the decision of that tri- 
bunal. No, sir. The judges of the Supreme 
Court of the United States should be kept free from 
the turmoil of political agitation and from the sus- 
picion even of sectional bias, when they are called 
upon to decide questions upon which the people 
of this country are sectionally arrayed, and in a 
great measure opposed to each other. It is for us 
to meet this question. It is for us to tell what we 
mean, an het we have told the people what we 
intend shall be the law, then, if we have misjudged 
our constitutional powers, will it be the time for 
those who claim to be injuriously affected by our 
legislation to appeal to that high tribunal to decide 
between them and us. 

Mr. BERRIEN... Mr. President, I have but a 
few words to say in reply to the honorable Senator 

| from Connecticut. That honorable Senator could 
have relieved himself from his embarrassment on 
discovering that some individual members of the 
Committee of Thirteen entertained the opinion 
that the purchase of this portion of the State of 
Texas would be an acknowledgment on the part 
of the United States, of the'title of Texas to the 
territory which has been referred to, by referring 
to the report itself. True, that opinion was ex- 
pressed by meand by another member of the com- 
mittee, as a reason which induced us to concur in 
that proposition of the committee. But the hon- 
orable Senator would have relieved himself of all 
his embarrassment if he had referred to the report 
of the committee and the provisions of the bill, 
which expressly preclude that conclusion. So 


much for that. 
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Now, as to the operation of the Mexican law as 
vided for by the amendment of the Senator. 

he difference between the Wilmot proviso and 
the amendment of the Senator, is exactly the differ- 
ence between an enacting and a declaratory statute. 


If the Mexican law were not of force in the view 
of the Senator, and if slavery could be permitted | 


to exist in the territories, he would introduce an 
amendment which would be enactive. That would 
be the Wilmot proviso in terms. 
a diversity of opinion between Senators as to the 


. question whether the Mexican laws inhibiting 
slavery ere, or are not in force, for the purpose of 
settling this doctrine by the authority of the Con- 
grese of the United States, the Senator proposes a | 


declaratory statute, which shall perform the office 
of an enacting statute, containing the Wiimot pro- 
viso interms. This is the simple and only differ- 
ence between the amendment which the Senator 
has introduced and the Wilmot proviso. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, what the law is, so 
far as respects existing rights, is a question for the 
judiciary. What the law shall be, is a question 
for the legislature. If we have legislative jurisdic- 
tior over a subject, we may make or change the 
law at pleasure. If we have not, and pass a de- 


claratory law, such a law is a mere expression of 


opinion, and binding upon nobody. 

Mr. BALDWIN. I call for the yeas and nays 
on my amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I propose to amend the 
amendment of the Senator from Connecticut by 
striking out all after the word ** be,”’ in the «third 


But ae there is 


sippi, Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge of Lowa, Downs, Foote, | at the 


Houston, Hunter, Jones, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton 
Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Sturgeon, Tarney, 
Underwood, and Yulee—22. 

Mr. FOOTE then submitted the followin 
amendments, which were laid on the table an 
ordered to be printed: 

‘Strike out the 10th line, 39th section, and to the word 
‘thereon’ inclusive in the 11th line, and insert in lieu thereof 


‘where the 34th degree of north latitude crosses said 
river.’ ”? 


At the end of the bill add as follows: 


* Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall be 
so construed as in any manner to impair the rights of the 
State of Texas to all the territory claimed by her in the 


event that the terms proposed to said State of Texas should | 


not be accepted.” 


Mr. RUSK. 


I move that the further considera- 


tion of the bill be postponed until to-morrow at || the name of the Territory of New 


twelve o’clock, and that it be made the special 
order for that time. 
The motion was agreed to. 


adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, June 7, 1850. 
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|| territorial government for New ,Mexieo. 





The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


POST ROUTE. 


. Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, by unanimous con- || 


sent, introduced the following resolution; which || 


| 
} 


was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


| 


| 
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proper time introduce, as a substit ’ 
bill of Mr. Dory to admit California as « Sn” 
bill to admit California as a State into the Unie 
_and to establish a territorial government for Ne 
| Mexico. - 
[The first four sections of this bill provide fo 
the admission of California on an equal foot : 
with the original States, with her constitutional 
bounds, and with the right to two Representatives 
until a census shall have been taken. ; 
| The other fifteen sections of the bill provide a 
| fifth section provides that all that portion - 
territory of the United States acquired from Mey. 
ico by the treaty concluded February 2d, Jays 
and not included within the State of California’ 
shall be erected into a temporary government by 
Mexico. Pro. 
| viding also, that this shall not inhibit the Uniteg 
| Statesfrom dividing said Territory into two or more 


: | territories, or fi ttachin i 
On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate then | ota 


| tq any other Territory or State.) 
Section ten, which defines the powers of the ter. 


| ritorial legislature, extends it to all rightful subjects 


of legislation consistent with the Constitution of 


|| the United States and the provisions of this act— 


and thus neither affirms nor restricts the power of 
the legislature over the question of slavery. 

In regard to the boundary between New Mex. 
ico and Texas, this bill leaves it an open question, 
and subject to future adjustment. } 

Mr. WILLIAMS, by the permission of the 
| gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. CarpweE t,] gave 
| notice to the committee, and sent to the Clerk’s 


eee 


\\ 


<x“. + i. «= -— ~- - | 


line, and inserting, “* and the same are hereby re- 
pealed.’’ 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I have been sitting 
here for some time trying to get the floor to offer 
a very sensible amendment, that does not relate to 
slavery or peonage. It is apracticalone. I have 
consulted with some of “the leading members of 
the Senate’’ in relation to it, and they have con- 
curred in it. Lam well aware that we shall not 
effect anything so practical for some time. I have 


establishing a post-route from Jacksonville, in Ilinois, via table a bill to admit California as a State into the 
Princeton, Pleasant Plain, Clarie’s Grove, Petersburg, and |! 28 . : : 
Sugar Grove, to Middletown, in said State. || Union, and to establish territorial governments for 


L : || Utah and New Mexico. He said that he would, 
pallets Ww teeters tee tne een Feeyire deer || at a proper time, offer the said bill as a substitute 
Union || for the bill for the admission of California offered 


Mr. DANIEL (this being private bill day) | by the gentleman Hava Ae esanein, <M. Dorr.) 


“ : A . W. stated that his object was to disconnec 
moved that this House resolve itself into Com- | Mr os H — 


mittee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. jae Ea: Nea eer eerie: Hate 


The SPEAKER said the latter motion would, || bill, the question of slavery in the District of Co- 





lately changed my boarding-house, and I dine half 


an hour earlier than formerly. (Laughter,] I 
therefore move that the Senate now adjourn. 

Mr. KING. I hope the Senator from New 
Hampshire will withdraw his motion. 

Mr. HALE. Certainly, if the honorable Sena- 
tor will renew it. 

Mr. KING. I cannot promise that. I rose 
simply to ask my friend from Missouri to with- 
draw his amendment. I wish to vote on the 


amendment of the Senator from Connecticut, and | 


to stamp it with the reprobation which it deserves. 
I hupe, therefore, that the amendment will be 
withdrawn, in order that we can vote on the 
affirmative proposition. 

Mr. ATCHISON. Mr. President, I only 
offered the amendment because I was convinced 
from the manner of the Senator from Connecticut 
that he was really in earnest. 1 thought that the 
sense of the Senate might as well be tested on the 
subject of the Mexican law relating to slavery by 
& proposition to repeal, as by a proposition to 
affirm that Mexican law. 

Mr. KING. Withdraw the amendment. 

Several Senators. Withdraw it. 

Mr. ATCHISON. 
sense of my friends on this side of the house that 
they be not tested on this question. [Laughter.] 
i will therefore withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. HALE. I now renew my motion to 
adjourn. 

The motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Mr. President, this 
amendment involyes a question of more human 
liberty than has ever been involved since the im- 
mortal Declaration of Independence. I would 
therefore suggest to the very worthy and respecta- 
ble Senator from Connecticut, that he had better 
enlarge his proposftion so as to carry to the terri- 
tories that other and.‘ higher law’’ of the Senator 
from New York, [Mr. Sewarp.}] [Laughter.] 

The question was then taken by veas and nays 
on Mr. Baupwan’s,amendment, and resulted as 
followa; 


YERAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bradbury, Bright, Chase, 
Cooper, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge 
of Wisconsin, Douglas, Feleh, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, 
Miler, Norris, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Upham, 
Walker, and Whiteomb—23. 

NAYS—Messes. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, Berrien, 
Borland, Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis of Missis- 





It seems to be the general | 


this day, have the precedence. 
SPECIFICATIONS FOR PATENTS. 


Mr. STANLY, by unanimous consent, intro- | 


duced the following resolution, which was adopted: || Mexico. Adjust that question, and the other difi- 


Resolved, That the Committee on Patents be instructed to 


inquire into the expediency of providing by law that speci- || 


fications of applicants for patents shal! be prepared by some 
proper person in the Patent Office, when such applicants 
are unable to prepare them. 


PRIVATE. 


Mr. HOAGLAND, on leave, introduced a bill | 


of the following title (of which he said notice had 
been given:) 

A bill for the relief of Charles Hinckle. 

The bill having been read twice by its title, was 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. TUCK rose, he said, toa privileged ques- 


tion. He desired to correct a report in the “ Daily || 


Globe.” 
Objection was made. 


The SPEAKER said, the question was not a || 


privileged question. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Dantet, and it was rejected. 

The question then recurred, and was taken, on 
the motion of Mr. Burr, and was decided in the 
affirmative. 

CALIFORNIA. 


So the House again resolved itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Boyp in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the special message of the President of the 
United States relating to California. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, was entitled 
to the floor, but yi@ded to several gentlemen who 
desired to give notice of amendments. 

Mr. HUBBARD gave notice that he would, at 
the proper time, submit the following, as an amend- 
ment to the proposition submitted by Mr. Jones, 
to provide governments for New Mexico and Utah: 

«The right of the citizens of the several States and terri- 
tories of this Union, in so far as they exist, or are sane- 
tioned by the Constitution and laws of the United States, to 
migrate with their property into the said territories, shall 
not be obstructed or impaired by any law, usage, or custom 
existing or in force in said territories now, or at the peri 
of their acquisition from Mexico; and the rights of every 
citizen of the United States, existing uncer or recognized 
by the said Constitution, to protection in his person and 
property, are hereby recognized as existing in said territo- 
tories, : 

Mr. RICHARDSON gave notice that he would 





| 
| 


| 
| 





|| womb of time. 


| lumbia, and present for the consideration, and he 
| hoped the adoption by the committee, of a plan of 
| adjustment that would settle the question of slavery 
}as connected with the territory acquired from 


cult questions in relation to slavery would be 
more easily arranged, in his opinion. 

Mr. CALDWELL then resumed the floor, and 
addressed the committee during the allotted hour. 
| He referred to the alarm which had seized upon 
the great popular heart in respect to the question 
now before the committee. The eyes of all na- 
tions, he said, were upon them. The voice of the 
people demanded to aide whether the question 
could be settled or not. That answer was in the 
He could not, nor did he believe 
that the wisdom of man could, now give that an- 
swer. For himself, God knew that there was no 
| personal sacrifice which he would not make to 
| preserve our glorious Constitution. But the ques- 
tion still came back, could Congress agree upon 
| any terms by which the controversy could be set- 
| tled? To ascertain this, it might not be amiss to 
| look into the causes which had created the diff- 
culty. To arrive at a satisfactory explanation of 
| these causes, it would be requisite to go back far 
beyond the date of the acquisition of the territory 
| from Mexico. The — was much older and 
| deeper. The country had long previously been 
agitated. Fanaticism, it was true, bad had some 
part in bringing about the state of things which 
now existed, but that fanaticism had been made 
use of by those who had their own ulterior ends to 
accomplish. The whole difficulty was to be traced 
to a struggle for political ascendency on the part 
of the North. The contest had been raging l- 
most from the commencement of the Government. 
No opportunity had been permitted .to pass on the 
part of northern politicians, without availing them- 
selves of it to appeal to northern sympathies in aid 
of the purposes they had in view. He regretted 
to know that many honest men inthe North, who 
had no spepalhy with the objects sought to be 
attained, had yet been deluded 
measures having these objects in view. He ad- 
verted to the early history of parties since the 
election of Jefferson, to show that from that hour 
the whole contest on the part of northern poli- 
ticians had been for political ascendency; and he 
referred, in this connection, to the various devices 
to which the Federal party had resorted for the 








to the support of 
































1850. 


rpose of strengthening the arm of this political | was upon the right of the sovereign States of this || State, with a constitution guarantying slave 

rty. He replied to claims which had been as- || Union to regulate their own domestic concerns— || throughout its entire limita; but, not content wath 

gerted; in the course of the debate, that the views || based as it was upon the doctrine that the,General || the “ equilibrium ” thus obtained, a southern Pres- 

of Mr. Jefferson on the subject of slavery corre- | Government should in no manner interfere between | ident had involved the country in war for the ex- 

sponded with those of this northern party. He || the people of the different sections of the Union in | tension of slavery. He did not charge that all 
onounced all such statements to be a slander || relation to their private and local institutions. He | who voted for the annexation of Texas meant to 

upon the illustrious dead; and proceeded to show, | was willing to plant himself upon the doctrine | extend slavery; but he must be a cursory observer 

} 
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by citations from Mr. Jefferson’s letters, in 1821, || that a State, when she asked admiasion into the || who did not see that the object with which the war 
to the elder Adams, (on the subject of the Missouri || Union, had a right to determine her own local | was commenced and carried on was to acquire ter- 
compromise, ) and to General La Fayette in 1823, || institutions. In other words, he was willing to | ritory over which to extend slavery. ‘ Indem- 
| plant himself on the doctriue of non-intervention. || nity for the past and security for the future,” was 
This was no new doctrine to him. He had suc- 
cessfully maintained it two years ago. 


that, however his opinions might originally, or even 
at that time, in. the abstract, have been opposed 
to the institation of slavery, yet that he had no 
sympathy with that party whose object wasto || He was willing to accept a bill that should or- || “‘ indemnity” could be procured from a Republic 
trample under foot the rights-of half the States’of || eanize territorial governments for Utah and New || whose treasury was bankrupt, and who could not 
the Union. He cited also the declaration of Rufus || Mexico, without any interference on the part of | even pay her own officers, than a cession of terri- 


King, (of another school of polities,) to show that || the General Government. in the question of sla- || tory. ‘ Indemnity ”’ meanta considerable portion 
the controversy which resulted in the adoption of || 


the Missouri compromise, was a struggle for po- | 
litical power. Coming down to more recent times, | 


the watchword with the Democratic supperters of 
| the war; but it was well known that no other 





very; and with these measures he was willing to || ofthe ferritery of Mexico; that territory was sought 
couple a bill for the admission of California into | for the purpose of extending slavery and perpetu- 
r ( the Union as a State, leaving her people to settle || ating the ‘‘equilibrium.’’ He had voted against 
he adverted to the unexampled virulence which | forthemselves their own local rights—as Kentucky | the war at the outset, and at all subsequent times 
had signalized later issues. , \| had claimed the right to do for herself, and as she || against prospective measures for its prosecution. 

He alluded to the war waged, he said, by a dis- || had recently done. He was well aware of the || He claimed none of its glory; he shared none of 
















tinguished gentleman from Massachusetts, now no | 


more, (John Quincy Adams,] in which it had been | 
avowed on all occasions that the object was to | 
gain political power. 
had kept up in the House of Representatives’a | 
been felt in every quarter of the Union, it had 
been openly avowed that the great object was to 
secure the political ascendency of the North by 
getting rid of that portion of representation in the | 
southern States which was based upon the inStitu- 

tion of slavery. That gentleman had introduced | 
an amendment to the Constitution, the ultimate | 
aim of which was to abolish slavery in the South. | 
Not only had he done so, but he came on to this 
floor, bearing with him the wishes and sentiments 
of his State; for he presented here the resolutions | 
of the Legislature of Massachusetts, asking the | 
adoption of an amendment to the Constitution, so | 
as to get rid of that portion of the representation | 
of the slave States which was based upon sla- 
very. He (Mr. C.) intended to refer to these | 
propositions, if he had time, in another portion of | 
his remarks. He had adverted to them for the | 
purpose of showing that the present difficulty did 
not originate in the acquisition of these territories, 
but that that acquisition was used as the instrument | 
of effecting a long-settled and cherished purpose 

on the part of northern politicians. He did not 

apply these remarks to the great masses of the | 
northern people, and most especially not to the | 


j 
| 
| 


| grave objections which existed to the admission of 
California with her present constitution and bound- 
| aries. 


| would have voted against it. 
| briefly noticed. 


These objections he 
Bat in a liberal spirit of com- 
promise and conzession, and in the anxious wish 


|| of his heart to restore peace to the country, he 


| would concede this point if,.on the other hand, 
| such concessions were made as would secure the 
| settlement of both questions. By these terms, it 
| was true, the South would not obtain all which 
she ouyht to have; but one thing she would obtain— 
| peace, and the Union would be preserved, and the 
| Representatives of southern interests could return 
| home with an untarnished honor to their people. 
They would get rid of that which, if adopted, 





union or dishonor—in other words, of the Wilmot 
proviso. Two years ago the South could have got 
more. Since then things had materially changed. 
Two years ago the South could have got non-inter- 

vention and territorial governments over the whole 
| of this acquired territory. And he designated the 
| causes which had produced the change. Among 
| these was the adoption, by a sudden process, ofa 
State constitution for California, to which, as 





'|a territory, southern men had been prevented 
from emigrating with their property by the appre- | 


hension of the adoption of the Wilmot proviso. 


| the people demanding and insisting upon it. 
| northern Representatives, if they truly represented 


would have left the South no alternative but dis- | 


Democracy of the North. — : And this state of things suggested one important 
He then proceeded to notice the argument which || consideration: Gould the South hope to remain in 
had been urged, that if the opposition to the an- || the Union and preserve her rights, her equality, 


been 


nexation of Texas had succeeded, this trouble |! and her honor? As the equilibrium ha 


never would have arisen. Suppose Texas had 
not been annexed, what, he asked, would have 
been the condition of the country? ‘That very 
equilibrium which the true friends of the South 
earnestly desired to preserve, would before now 
have been broken up by the admission of Iowa 
and Wisconsin. The North would have had 
majorities in both branches of Congress. By the 


| numerical strength in either House. Could she, 
in this exigency, appeal to any portion of the 
North to sustain her? He referred to the histori- 
cal records of the country toshow that this appeal 
| had never been made in vain; that the Democratic 
party in every section of the country had hereto- 
fore sustained the rights of the South, and that to 








admission of Texas this equilibrium had hitherto 
been preserved. Had it not been so, the South 
could no longer have maintained her rights in 
either branch of the Capitol. ‘Fhe North would 
have had the giant’s strength, and might, if she 
chose, have used it like a giant to accomplish the 
purposes for which she had so long contended, 


appeal. The Democratic party had never joined 





| broken up, the South could no longer rely on_ its 


its guilt. During its progress the South had been 
warned by himself and by others to beware, lest if 


; As a separate measure—apart from the || they acquired territory from Mexico the Wilmot 
In that controversy, which || interests and feelings which, under present circum- || proviso might be extended over it. 


i rane | stances, were inseparably connected with it—he || 
continual state of excitement, whose vibrations had. || 


Slavery, he said, had already been excluded 


| from California—he trusted in God, it would be 
| from the remaining territories—not by this House, 


(for he had not much confidence in it,) but through 


The 


their* people, would be unanimously in favor of 
the application of the proviso to the territories. 
The dread of the proviso, the gentleman from 
Kentucky had told them, had kept slavery out of 
California. If it had accomplished nothing else, 


| it had done this, and he hoped its effeets would be 


still further felt in excludiag slavery from the re- 
maining territories, 

He referred to the history of the resolution of- 
fered by himself in the early part of the last ses- 
sion, instructing the Committee on Territories to 
report a bill establishing territorial governments 
for California and New Mexico, and excluding 


| slavery therefrom, and briefly glanced at theaction 


of his colleague [Mr. Vinton] and of the Whigs 
of the House generally thereon, arguing their un- 
willingness to meet the question upon a recorded 
vote, and commenting upon their declaration that 
the resolution was ‘‘ premature.’” He then pro- 
ceeded at length to review the controversies which 
have heretofore occurred between himself and Mr. 
Winturop, replying to portions of the most re- 
cent speeches of that gentleman in the House of 
Representatives, and reiterating and enforcing the 


|| positions in which he had heretofore impugned the 
| political course of that gentleman. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, then obtained the 
floor, and addressed the committee during the 
hour. He desired, he said, to make no effort of 
display, and the committee would bear him wit- 
ness that it was not his habit to trespass upon ite 
time. He intended to read, in a very quiet tone, 


| the remarks which it was his desire to submit. 
them, and them alone, the South must now again || He did so in order that he might not say anything 
| which he did not design to say, and that he might 
in the crusade of the Federal party of the North || say the things which it was his wih to say. He 
for political ascendency. He referred to the votes || earnestly advocated a union of the people of the 
on the admission of Texas, on the proposition of || States of the South, for the defence and preserya- 
| Mr. Adams to open diplomatic relations with | tion of the South. 
San Domingo, on the twenty-first rule, and other 


This was a policy, the neces- 


| sity of which he could not have dreamed of, until 


And he vindicated the annexation of Texas, and political questions, as illustrating the correctness || he had seen what was going on before and around 


his own course in favor of that measure, even if it 
could be shown that the Mexican war was the re- 
sult of that annexation. 
hereditary disease, of which the present difficulty 
was but one phase, had prevailed. And it became 


adjustment could be devised. He was anxious 


examined all the propositions which had been sub- 
mitted, with the limited capacity which be had 
been able to bring to the inquiry, and under all 
the disadvantages of a state of health which ren- 
dered it impossible for him to labor very much 
upon anything. There were terms which he was 


of his position. 


Democratic side of this Chamber. 
not to be found there who 


must dissolve it. 


Mr. C. then proceeded to notice the charge of 

disunion which had been made against the South. 

He had but just entered apon this point of his re- 
1 


marks when—the hammer fell. 


| Mr. ROOT conceded that the gentleman from 


If any support or help was to be 
obtained from members residing North of Mason 
Since then a sort of || and Dixon’s line, they must be found on the 
If men were 
t ould stand by the 
Very important to inquire whether any plan of || South, and who would see that even-handed justice 
was meted out to her, all hope would vanish, 
that a settlement should be effected, but entertained | and the South, in that event, must either submit 
Serious doubts as to its practicability. Me had || ignominiously to disgrace in the Union, or she 


| him. 
| of feeling which existed under the old Confedera- 
| tion, to which were to be attributed the formation 
| of the Constitution, and the existence of the just 
| and happy Government which it had called into 
| being. 
| which then existed, this Government wou'd never 
| have been made the just and equal. Government 
| which it was designed to be. 


He referred to the conflicts of interest and 


But for the determined, sectional spirit 


t had, however, 
been diverted from its true and legitimate purposes, 
and would soon become oppressive, if suffered te 


| do so. 


| . He adverted. to the violations of the Constitu- 


|| tion, which had been committed in the North, in 
'| respect to fugitive slaves—to the case of the ‘*Cre- 


willing to'take, but he did not think that they could || Kentucky, {Mr. Catpwett,] had been nearer right | ole”—to the hostility which had been manifested 


be obtained. He was willing to plant himself on 
that which he considered the Democratic doctrine 
of the wing out of a strict construc- 
tion of the itution—based as that doctrine 





| in giving the eanse of the present difficulty grow- | ’ ' 

ing out of the slavery question, than most. other | ings of the Government in the case of California, 
gentlemen who had undertaken to account for | 
them. Texas (he said) was admitted as a slave 


towards the South, as evidenced in the cee 


and to the existence of a great sectional party, 
which numbered in its ranks men of all political 














































































opinions, whose sole object was opposition to the 
interests and rights of the South. And he asked 
whether the South was tamely to submit to such 
encroachments, or whether her sons were to be 
denounced as disunionists because they protested 
against them. The Government was to be sus- 
tained only so long as, in the fulfillment of the 
just purposes of its creation, it gave equal secu- 


rity and protection to the rights and interests of 


all parties. It existed only in the affections of its 
constituent parts. Sweep that oa and the 
Government would and ought to fail. The South, 
therefore, must unite. She must drive from her 
bosom those who would not sustain and defend 
her. Her only hope was in firm and united re- 
sistance to oppression. . 

He then proceeded, at considerable length, to 
reply to the speech made some weeks ago by Mr. 
Srawiy. He denounced what he declared to be 
the northern predilections and destructive princi- 
ples of that gentleman, and the insidious blow 
which he had aimed at the harmony and peace of 
his southern brethren. 

Ee advocated the adoption of the Missouri com- 
promise line. 
the country for thirty years. It had been a happy 
nolicy. It had given us peace, unity, and brother- 
ea It should be adopted now, and the South 
should refuse to accept any proposition less satis- 
factory. 
Oregon and Texas. 
would obtain not more than one-third of the terri- 
tory, whilst the North would acquire two-thirds. 


The South believed itself entitled to half; but as | 


the North would not assent to that, the South was 
willing to accept one-third. The North, however, 


declared that the South should not have a foot of 


it. If one-third was given, the South did not even 
ask that it should be guarantied to be slave terri- 


tory, but was willing that the people should, at || west longitude crosses Red river, being the southwest angle 


the proper time, adopt their own laws, and ex- 
clude slavery if they desired. But nothing but 
exclusion, immediate, total, absolute, exclusion 
from the entirety of our common acquisitions, 
would satisfy the North. The demand was im- 
perious and urgent. He argued that the Demo- 
cratic party had made a great mistake during the 
last canvass, in abandoning the Missouri com- 
promise policy for the new doctrine of non-inter- 
vention; and that had they not done so, the whole 
difficulty might have been settled on that basis. 
Mr. DUNCAN, after brief preliminary remarks, 
in which he expressed his unwavering devotion 
to the Union as it is, and to the Constitution, with 
all its compromises, proceeded to say that he was 
in favor of the admission of California with her 


present constitution and boundaries; in favor of 


the exclusion of slavery from Utah and New 
Mexico, if territorial bills for those territories 
were presented; of a just and proper measure for 
the settlement of the boundary of Texas; of the 
abolition of the slave trade in the District of Colum- 
bia, and of the extinction of slavery therein when- 
ever required by the voice of the people of the 
District, and Congress were willing to indemnify 
the owners; and of any proper bill to carry into 
effect that clause of the Constitution providing for 
the reclamation of fugitive slaves. He devoted 
the greater oe of his hour to the defence and en- 
forcement of these propositions. 

Mr. JACKSON, of Georgia, was next recog- 
nized by the Chairman, and yielded the floor for 
9 motion to rise, to 

Mr. DUER, who said, that before making that 
motion, he wished, with the leave of the gentle- 
man from Georgia, to give notice of a bill which 


he might move hereafter, embodying a plan of 
settlement of some of the difficulties arising out of 


our recent territoral acquisitions, and the subject 
of slavery as connected therewith; the bill-which 
he held in his hand proposed an adjustment of the 
boundaries of Texas, by means of a convention 
with that State; and then it provided for the ad- 
mission of New Mexico, and ultimately of the 
residue of the acquired territory under the name 
of Uteh, as States into the Union. He wished to 
say, thatin drafting this bill, he had not sought 
originality: on the contrary he had endeavored to 
avoid it, The bill was founded on the principle 
recommended to us by the President of the United 
Siates, and was in accordance with his policy, ex- 
cept upon one point—the settlement of the bound- 
aries of Texas, Upon that point the President 
had recommended no specific plan; and he,(Mr. D.,) 


It had, he said, been the policy of | 


It had been carried out in the case of 
Under that policy the South | 
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after much reflection, had adopted, with a few 
changes, the provisions, and indeed the very lan- 
guage, of the compromise plan proposed in the 
He was aware of the existence of strong 
objections to this feature of that plan; but there was 


'an urgent necessity for action upon this question, 


and no mode of settlement had suggested itself to 
his mind which was not liable to even greater objec- 
tion. He did not wish to be considered as offering 
this bill, but he presented it that it might be printed, 
and read by gentlemen, reserving to himself the lib- 
erty to offer it or not hereafter. He desired also to 
say that he did not bring it forward as embodying 
his individual views and opinions upon all points, 
which it did not by any means; but as a practica- 
ble proposition, and one that to his mind was less 


| objectionable than any measure likely to be success- 


ful. In that view he wished it printed and c8n- 

sidered; and in the emergencies that might occur, 

he reserved it to himself to decide, when and how 
he should offer it, or whether or not he should 
offer it at all. 

The contemplated amendment is as follows: 

A RILL to provide for the settlement of the boundary of 
Texas, and to authorize the people of New Mezico and 
Utuh to form constitutions and State governments, and for 
the admission of such States into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original States. 

Whereas, doubt exists as to the true boundaries between 
the State of ‘Texas and the territories of the United States; 
therefore, for the purpose of removing such doubt, and de- 


| termining the boundaries aforesaid : 


Be it enacted by the Sencte and House of Representatives 


| of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 


the following propositions shall be, and hereby are, offered 


| to the State of Texas, which, being agreed to by the said 





| State, in an act passed by the General Assembly thereof, 





within - - months from the day of the passage of this 

act, shall be binding and obligatory on the United States: 
First. The northern boundary of said State is hereby de- 

clared to be as follows: Beginning at the point on the Rio 


| del Norte, commonly called El Paso, and running up that 
| river twenty miles, measured by a straight line thereon, and 








thence eastwardly to a point where the hundredth degree of 


in the line designated between the United States and Mex- 
ico, and the same angle in the line of the territory set apart 
for the Indians, by the United States. 

Second. The United States relinquishes to the State of 
Texas all right and claim which they may have to any ter- 
ritory lying south of the line aforesaid. And the said State 
of Texas relinquishes to the United States all right and 
claim which it may have to any territory lying north of the 


| said line. 


Third. The State of Texas relinquishes to the United 
States all claim upon them, for liability for any portion of 
the debts of ‘Texas, and for compensation and indemnity for 
the surrender to the United States of her ships, forts, arse- 
nala, custom-houses, revenue derived from foreign imports, 
arms and munitions of war,and puMfiic buildings, with their 


| sites, which became the property of the United States at the 
| time of the annexation of Texas. ‘ 


Fourth. The United States, in consideration of the three 
preceding articles, and considering thateto a portion of the 
creditors of Texas were pledged the duties on foreign im- 
ports, receivable in her ports, as 4 security for the reim- 


| bursement of the loans and advances which they made to 


the said State, and that the said duti: s,sinee the annexation 
of the said State to the United States, have been received, 
and are receivable by them, will pay to the State of Texas 
the sum of dollars, in a stock bearing five per cent. 
interest, payable half yearly at the Treasury of the United 
States, the principal to be redeemable at the end of fourteen 
years; which said stock shall be first applied to the extinc- 
tion of any debt for which the duties on imports were 
pledged as aforesnid, and the residue thereof in such man- 
ner as the said State may direct: Provided, That nothing 
herein contained is to be construed to imply or admit the 
liability of the United States for any portion of the public 
debt of Texas. . 

Fifth. Immedistety after the President of the United 
States shall have officially received an authentic copy of the 
act of the General Assembly of Texas, accepting in behalf of 
the said State, and complying on her part with these propo- 
sitions, he shall cause the stock aforesaid to be issued and 
delivered to the lawful agent of the State of Texas, as pro- 
vided for in the fourth article aforesaid; and this compact 
shall be binding and obligatory on the United States and the 
said State of Texas. 

Siath. #f the said State of Texas shall not, within 
calendar months accept, or shall refuse or decline to accede 
to the preceding articles, they shall become null and void, 
and the United States ahi be remitted back to all their ter- 
ritorial rights in the same state and condition: as if these 
articles of compact had never been tendered to the accept- 
ance of the State of Texas. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if the propositions 
in the last precoding section contained shall be accepted by 
the State of Texas, as herein provided, then, upon the receipt 
by the President of the United + tates of an authentic copy 
of the act of Texas accepting the same, it shall be his duty 
to make proclamation thereof; and thereupon, all that part 
of the territory of the United States acquired by the treaty 
of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and which is not included within the 
limits of the State of California, nor within the limits of the 
State of Texas, nor within the limits of the territory of Utah, 
as in this act afterwards prescribed, shall be set apart and 
known by the name of the District of New Mexico. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the sum of 
thousand dollars is hereby appropriated, out of any moneys 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. to be expended 
under the direction of the President of the United States, in 
paying such expenses as may have been incurred since the 
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final ratification of the treaty of Guadalupe Hida 
may be incurred hereafter by the people of the seid De = 
in administering justice and preserving order therein, .. 
otherwise at the discretion of the President, for the oo 
and protection of the people of the said district. fe 

Sec. 4. And he it further enacted, That it shall be the dnt 
of the President of the United States, as soon as Practicabis 
after the acceptance by ‘Texas of the propositions aforesaid 
to divide, or cause to be divided, the said District ot ye 
Mexico into a convenient number of election districts for 
the purpose of holding an election to choose representatives 
to a convention, to be convened for the purpose of fettmine 
a constitution and State government for the inhabitants of 
said district; and it shall also be the duty of the Presiee 
to fix the time and places for the holding of said election 
and to fix the number of representatives thereto, and . 
apportion the same among the said election districts, in - 
portion, as nearly as may be, to the numbers, 
same can be ascertained, of their inhabitants r 
and to make all necessary and proper regulatio 
the mode of holding said election, the appointment of inspect 
ors to preside thereat, the canvassing of the votes, the ma, 
king of the returns, and all other matters appertaining w the 
said election, and the ascertainment and proof of the result 
thereof: Provided, That the number of representatives to 
the said convention shall not be less than thirty, nor more 
than sixty. 

Seo. 5. And be it further enacted, That all white male citi. 
zens of the United States, inctading such persons formerly 
Mexican citizens, as may have elected under the Provisions 
of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo aforesaid to become 
citizens of the United States, who shall have arrived at the 
age of twenty-one years, and have resided in said district 
six months previous to the election, shall be, and they are 
hereby authorized te vote for representatives to the said 
convention ; provided that they shall aetually reside, and 
shall have resided for thirty days previous to such election 
in the election district in which they may offer to vote.’ 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said conven. 
tion shall meet and hold its session in the city of Santa Fé 
at such time as the President may appoint. e 

Sec. .7. And be it further enacted, That a majority of the 
said convention shall constitute a quorum fort the transac? 
tion of business, and that the said convention when met, 
shall first determine whether it be or be not expediey at 
that time to form a constitution and State government for 
the people within the said district ; and if it be determined 
to he expedient, the said convention shal! be, and hereby is 
authorized to form a constitution and State government. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That upon the final 
adoption of a constitution by the said convention, the said 
district shall thereupon and thereby and without further 
action of Congress, become a State of the Union, by the 
name of the State of New Mexico, upon the same footing 
with the original States in all respects whatever: Provided, 
That the said constitution shall be republican in its form, 
and provided, also, and upon the express condition that the 
said convention shall, by an affirmative act, assent to and 
ratify the following articles, namely : 

First. That the people of the said State, through their 
legislature or otherwise, shall hever interfere with the pri- 
mary disposal of the public lands within its limits, and shall 
pass no law, and do no act whereby the title of the United 
States to the right to dispose of the same, shal! be impaired 
or questioned. 

Second. That the said State shall never lay any tax or as- 
sessment of any description whatsoever upon the public 
domain of the United States, and shall in no case, tax non- 
resident proprietors who are citizens of the United States 
higher than restlents. 

Third, That all the navigable waters within the said State 
shall be common highways, and forever free, as well to the 
inhabitants of said State as to the citizens of the United 
States, without any tax, duty, or impost : Therefore, 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacte’, That when it shall be 
shown to the President of the United States, that the people 
of the said district have by a convention, convened as 
herein before prescribed, adopted a constitution for their 
government, and that such constitution upon inspection 
thereof appears to be republican in iis form, and in other 
respects in accordance with the provisions of this act, it 
a be his duty to declare such facts by public proclama- 

on. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That until the general 
census to be taken next after its admission, the said State 
shall be entitled to one representative in the House of 
Representatives of the United States. 


Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That in case the con- 
‘vention convened to form a constitution and State govern- 
ment for the said district of New Mexico, shal! determine 
that it is not then expedient to do so, or shall fail to do so 
for any other reason, orin case the constitution formed by 
such convention shall not be repiblican in its form and 
otherwise: in accordance with the provisions of this act, 
then the President of the United State: is hereby authorized, 
and it shall be his duty, whenever it sliall appear probable to 
him that a majority of the people of the said district are 
desirous to be admitted into the Union as a State, to pro- 
ceed to convene another convention for that purpose, in the 
manner hereinbefore prescribed, and the same proceedings 
shall take place thereupon in all respec's as hereinbefore 
provided, and eo in case of a second and other subsequent 
failure, until the said district shall be admitted as a State 
into the Unton, in accordance with the provisions of this 


80 far as the 
espectively ; 
ns respecting 


act. 
Src. 12. nd be it enacted, ‘That all that part of 
the territory of the United States, included within the fol- 


lowing limits, to wit: Bounded on the west by the State of 
California, on the North by the Territory of Oregon, and on 
the east and south by the dividing ridge, which separates 
the waters flowing into the Great in from those flowing 
into the Colorado river, and the Gulf of California, is hereby 
set ap»rt, and shall hereafter be known by the name of the 


District of Utah. 
See. 13. And be it enacted, That the sum of 


—— dollars, and an equal sum to be paid yearly, in every 
hereby appropriat of 


for eight years hereafter, is 
an mene in the Treasury not otherwise 
be under the direction 
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- ead States, to pay such experises as may be incurred by 
{ ved ee ‘ve call distriet in adeninistering justice and 
he } rving order therein, and otherwise, in his diseretion, 
ae penefit and protection of the people of the said Dis- 
a oc, 14. And be it further enacted, That whenever it shal! 

sear probable to the President of the United States that 
sorspaditants of the said district of Utah are sufficient in 

her to entitle them to one representative in the House 
ee resentatives of the United States, according to the 
of eer ting apportionment, and that it is the desire of a 
then ext! ng apport’ 

ajority of the said inhabitants to he admitied as a State 
re the Union, it shall be his duty to order a census or 
ioe meration to he taken of said inhabitants. 

Sec. 15 ind be it further enacted, That the President 
chall have power to designate such persons to act in taking 
euch census, and to make such regulations in relation there- 
teas may be necessary and proper to seeure an accurate 
Wo meration ; and for the purpose of defraying the expenses 
incident to such enumeration, the sum of ten thousand dol- 
jars is hereby appropriated out of any moneys in the Treas- | 
ur not otherwis appropriated. 

Sec, 16, And be it further enacted, That if upon such 
eonmeration it shall appear that the number of the inhabit- 
ants, ascertained according to the rule prescribed by the 
Constitution of the United States, are sufficient to entitle | 
the said District to one Representative in the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States, it shall be the duty of the 
president of the United States to divide, or to cause to be 
divided, the said District of Utah into a convenient number 
of election districts, for the purpose of holding an election 
to choose representatives to a convention to be held for the 
purpose of forming a constitution and State government for 
the inhabitants of said district; and all the provisions in 
the fourth, fifth, seventh, eighth. and ninth sections of this 
act contained, respecting the election of representatives to 
aeonvention for forming a State constitutian in the District 
of New Mexico, their numbers, their apportionment, the 
qualifications of voters at such election, the powers and du- 
tiesof the convention when assembied, the admission of | 
the State into the Union upon the adoption of a State consti- 
tution, the terms and conditions of such admission, and all 
other matters whatsoever, so far as the same may he appli- | 
cable, are hereby declared to apply to the snid District of | 
Utah sand all the powers conferred, and duties imposed | 
upon, he President of the United States in said sections 
with respect to the District of New Mexicoare hereby con- 
ferred and imposed upon him with respect to the said Dis- 
triet of Utah. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the convention to | 
be convened for the purpose of forming a constitution and 
State government in the said District of Utah, shall be held | 
at such time and place as the President of the United States 
nay appoint. 

Sec. 18. And he it further enacted, That the said State of 
Utah shall and may have upon her admission into the Union, 
such number of Representatives in the House of Represent- 
ativea of the United States, as her population shall entitle 
her to, aceording to the then existing apportionment of Rep- 
resentatives in Congress among the several States. 

Sec. 19. And he it further enacted, That if upon the taking 
of the census prescribed in the fifteenth section of this act, 
it shall appear thatthe numbers of the inhabitants of the dis- 
trict of Utah are not sufficient to entitle them to one mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives of the United States; 
or in case the convention convened to form a constitution 
and State government for the said district, shall determine 
that it is not then expedient to do so, or shall fail to do eo 
for any other reason ; or in case the constitnlion formed by 
such convention shall not be republican in its. form and 
otherwise in aceordance with the provisions of this act, 
then the President of the United States is hereby authorized, 
and it shall be his duty, whenever thereafter it shall appear 
probable to him that the inhabitants of said district are anf- 
ficient in number to entitle them to one Representative in 
the House of Representatives of the United States, and that 
it is the desire of a majority of the said inhabitants to he ad- 
mitted as a State inte the Union, to order a second census 
or enumeration to be taken of said inhabitants, as herein- 
before prescribed, and the same proceedings shall take place 
thereupon, in all respects, as hereinbefore provided, and so 
in case ofa second and other subsequent failnre. until the 
said distriet shall he admitted as a State into the Union, in 
eecordanece with the provision: of this act. 


On motion by Mr. DUER, the committee rose 
and reported. , 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the proposition 
of Mr. Duer and the various propositions on the 
same subject which had not heretofore been, were 
now ordered to be printed. 


_ The House then, on motion, took a recess until 
eight o’clock, p. m. 


SSS LLL 








EVENING SESSION. 


The SPEAKER called the House to order at 
thirteen minutes past eight o'clock. 

Thirty-two members present. 
CALIFORNIA. 
_ On motion of Mr BOYD, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Boyo in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the California question. 
Po JACKSON, of Georgia, being entitled to 
the floor, proceeded to discuss the pending ques- 
ane and occupied his hour. He said, that before 
e left home, the resolutions of Mr. Cray had 
been spread before the country, and his constitu- 
ents had generally disapproved them. But those 


spntations differed materially from the provisions 
hed ise bill now pending in the Senate. 


disapproved many of the features 
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of that bill; but he went for compromise. He | to continue the public printing upon the terms of 


should vote as he thought his .constituents would | 
desire him. He was for the Union, if it could be | 
preserved with honor; but if the North made ag- | 
gression upon the South, if they passed the Wil- | 
mot proviso, he should draw his sword for the 

rights of Georgia. 

Mr. J. having conclnded— 

Mr. DURKEE obtained the floor, and ad- 
dressed the committee on the general subject of 
slavery. 

Mr. PHELPS then obtained the floor, and 
yielded to a motion that the committee rise. 

Some points of order followed, and, on a vote 
taken, thirty members were counted. 

The roll was then called, (as required by the | 
rule.» Forty members (out of two hundred and 
thirty-one, the aggregate number of the House) 
answered to their names. 

The CHAIRMAN left the chair and reported | 
the facts to the House. 

The names of the absentees were ordered to be 
entered on the Journal, (as required by the rule.) 

And the House adjourned. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 

By Mr. PITMAN: The petition of Uriah Gane and 55 | 
other citizens of Schnylkill county, Pennsvivania, asking 
Congress for an immediate modification of existing tariff 
laws. 

Also, the petition of Amos Shire and 54 other citizens of 
Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania. for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of Samuel H. Waddon and 59 other citi- 
zens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, for the same pur-.| 

ee. 
rae the petition of Samuel MeMackin and 2 other 
citizens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, for the same 
purpose. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Baker and 53 other ¢itizens || 
of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of George Brasey and 39 other citizens 
of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, for the same purpose. | 

Also, the petition of Milton Bailey and 33 other citizens | 
of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of William L. Whitney and 10 other | 
citizens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, for the same || 
purpose. 

Also, the petition of Thomas Spencer and 87 other citi- 
zens of Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, for the same pur- | 


} 
| 
PET!TIONS, &e. | 
| 


e. 
“* Mr. FREEDLEY: The memorial and address of Dr. 
Jacob Dewees, of Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, in 
relation to a railroad from the Atlantic States to the Pacific 
ocean. 

Bv Mr. KERR: The petition of Henry Dennis, of Mary- |) 
land, for compensation for revolutionary services. 
By Mr. PARKER: The petition and papers of John 
O’Donald, a soldier of the war of 1812, praying fora pen- || 
sion. e 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, June 7, 1850. 


Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Clarion county, in the State of Pennsylva- 
nia, asking an alteration in the tariff, and the im- 
position of specific duties on imports; which was | 
referred to the Committee on Finance. H 

Mr. CLARKE presented a memorial of citizens 
of Providence, Rhode Island, asking that a public 
vessel may be employed to carry delegates from the 
United States to the Peace Convention at Frank- 
fort, in Germany; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented a memorial || 
of citizens of Washington, asking a reform in the | 
judicial system of the District of Columbia; which || 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a communication 
from the proprietors of the New York Sun, deny- 
ing the statements made on the authority of the || 
Spanish Minister, charging them with ‘‘organiz- | 
ing a piracy against a friendly non, and that we i 
raised a standard for enlistment and calling to 
arms against Spain, endeavoring to organize an 
armed expedition;” and appeal to the recent and | 
stringent examination into the subject of violations | 
of the law of 1818, made by the grand inquest of | 
the United States in the city of New York as an_ 


i 
| 
| 
i 
| 
i 


ample refutation; which was read and ordered to | 


lie on the table. 
THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 
Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I am charged 


with the petition of Wm. M. Belt, one of the con- | 


tractors for the public printing of the two Houses | 
of Congress. 1 have read the petition, and it sets | 
forth in substance the inability of the contractor | 


| considerable 


his contract. Upon conversation with the Senator 
who is at the head of the Committeé on Printing, 
(Mr. Borianp,} | learn from him that the commit- 
tee have some time since had this subject of the con- 
dition of the public printing before them, and that 
their deliberations resulted in the resolutions re- 
ported by them to the Senate some time since, to 
which an amendment was offered by the chairman 
of the committee himself. Those resolutions in aub- 
stance, recommend that the contract under which 


| the public printing is now executed should be ab- 


rogated upon terms set forth in the resolutions, 


| but the Senate has not yet acted upon those reso- 


lutions. The object of the petitioner in presenting 
this memorial to Congress, as he informs me, is to 
bring to the attention of the Senate for its consid- 


| eration the fact, that it will be out of his power to 


continue the public printing upon the terms of the 
present contract, and that with every disposition, 
as stated in the petition, to discharge the duties 
which he has assumed, he will be disabled from 
doing it, in order that the Senate may take such 
action on the subject as the Senate may deem 
proptr. He has expressed in the petition and in 
conversation with me extreme reluctance to dis- 
continue the public printing, as it might be con- 
sidered disrespectful towards the Senate, and he 
desired to lay before that body the reasons why 
he is disabled from fulfilling his contract, and to 
ask the consideration of the subject, and that a 
proper remedy may be provided. 

Mr. M. then read the material parts of the fol- 
lowing petition: 


|| To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 


of the United States : 

The undersigned begs leave most respectfully to repre- 
sent that he became the contractor for certain classes of Ue 
public printing under the joint act of the two houses of Con- 
gress, passed the third day of August, eighteen hundred and 
forty-six. 

Before entering into the contract, he considered the 
means which he might command, and they were, the ma 
terials, presses, and other means at the Union office, where 
the work has been executed. 

Those means were supposed to be fully adequate to the 
undertaking, and he is yet convinced that, under ordinary 
circumstances, the contractor would have been able to exe- 
ente the contract to the entire satisfaction of Congress, by 
a prompt delivery of all the work which was stipulated to 
be performed. 

He is prepared to show, by unquestionable evidence, that 
every endeavor has been made to execute the contract 
faithfully ; and that the public work has never been executed 
better, if so well, and never more promptly, than during the 
present session, notwithstanding the extraordinary impedi- 
ments to which the work has been subjected. Of these 
facta he speaks with undoubting confidence. 

He aduiits that there has been an apparent delay in the 
execution of the work; but it has arisen from causes alto- 
gether beyond the control of the contractor. With as large 
an office, and as ample materials as have ever been hereto- 
fore employed to execute the pubiie printing; with as ex- 
tensive arrangements for press work, and for obtaining 
paper, as were thought sufficient to do the work in good 
manner and in good time, the contractor has been prevented 


|| from delivering the public documents as rapidly as was 


anxiously desired, through a coneurrence © 
which he could exercise no control. 

First among these causes was the loss of more than three 
weeks before the manuscripts were received, Owing to the 
want of organization in the House of Representstives; 
secondly, the great variety of the documenrts 5 thirdiy, their 
untisual length; fourthly, the unprecedented number of 
extra copies which were ordered to be struck, (of the two 
volumes of Executive papers, for example, 28,000 copies; of 


causes over 


| the Treasury Report, 33,000 ;) fifthly, the less of four or five 


weeks in the binding after they were printed, a thing whieh 
has never been done before; sixthly, the detention of en- 
gravings. Congress is assured, in the most earnest manner, 
that these are the causes which have kept back the work, 
and not any sinister design, as has been insinuated, to effect 
any selfish object. 

It is most respectfully stated to your honorable bodies 


| that the contract is a Josing and almost ruinous one; that 
| several thousands of dollars bave already been sunk, and 
| that, even if the contractor had the most effective means to 


go on with the work, the contract is calculated io involve 
him in serious loss; therefore, with every confidence in the 
justice of Congress, he appeals to them for relief. 

Had the terms of the contract been more liberal, the 
contractor would have been enabled to obtain additional 


| force, material, and press power to enable him ta execute 
| promptly even the unprecedented amount of work which 


was ordered, 

But, as his contract was a losing one, it was not in his 

wer tomake more extensive arrangements, and he thonght 
i was discharging his whole duty, under the circumstances, 
in executing his work as well and more rapidly than it had 
ever been executed by others, under mo e favorable terms 
and more propitious circumstances. He was forced, besides, 
to keep in his employment a large number of hands for q 
period of time, without having anything for 
them to do, because of the delay in organizing the Hanse of 
Representatives. And the contingent fund of both Homseg 
being exhausted, he could not obtain compensation accord- 
| ing to the stipulations of this contract for hie work az it was 
| delivered; and he was thereby forced to obtain means at 
: heavy cost from other sources, in order to enakle tim to 
i fulfil! his undertaking. These facts are urged by the under- 
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signed, in the full belief that your honorable bodies will 
yegard them as ample and satisfactory reasons why the con- 
tractor did not, and could pot, employ additional means to 
exeeute the public printing With more rapidity. 

The undersigned begs leave further to state, that when it 
was ascertained that the work ordered by Congress was 
grenter than the means at his disposal would allow him to 
execute, with that promptness which the public interests 
demanded, and when he perceived that the cireumstances 
already detailed made it impossible for him to procure ad- 
ditional force, material, and press power, he promptly in- 
formed the bonorable chairman of the Senate’s committce 
on public printing (who had moat liberally addressed him 
on the subject) of the situation in which he was placed ; 
and he put it within the power of the committee to abrogate 
the contract, and make whatever arrangements might be 
deemed necessary to promote the public interests. 

Having done that, the contractor has been led to believe, 
from time to time, by certain movements made in the Sen- 
ate, that some new arrangement would be effected by Con- 
grese, and he has therefore delayed ugtil the present time 
addressing your honorable bodies. 

But, as no definite movement has been made in either 
House of Congress, and as the pressure upon bim is now 
becoming every day greater and greater, he thinks it due to 
Congress, as well as to himself, to give them notice in time 
to make the necessary arrangements, before he may be 
compelled to suspend his labors with the public printing 
now on his hands. 

He prays, therefore, with all respect, that Congress would 


he pleased to grant an inquiry before the joint committee of 


tite two Houses, (as the contract is made under joint resolu- 
tion,) to ascertain how the contract has been fulfilled, and 
how the work has been done ; and to see what relief may be 
given to the contractor, and what arrangements may be 
made for carrying on the congressional printing with more 
expedition than ever. 

Exclusively of the large portion ofthe publie printing which 
has been completed, there is still a large quantity on hand, 
and among these jobs is the 22d volume of the Executive 
Documents, which is much advanced, and the Patent Office 
report, which ie now in the process of being stereotyped. 

The contractor begs leave, in the most respectful manner, 
to remind your honorable bodies, that, even if there had 
been just cause of complaint against him, in relation to the 
execution of the contract, he might aleo allege that he would 
have been unable to obtain, until the deficiency bill lately 
piseed, any payment for the several jobs, as they were 
finished off, agrecably to another stipulation in the contract. 

Every part of the contract is a losing one, exeept one 
clause—and but one jobhas been done under that clause— 
and for the amount due for that jobunder the contract the 
contractor has deducted nearly two-thirds. Yet, if your 
fronorable bodies would graut him more reasonable terms 
than the contract calis for, on the immense mass of work 
which has been executed, and is now going on, he would 
most cheerfully throw this job in, and seale it according to 
the terms which Congress in its wisdom and justice would 
think fit te allow 

The contractor is perfectly willing to share the largemass 
of printing which is now on hand with any otheroffice which 
may be designated by your honorable bodies, on the térms 
which euch office may be willing to receive ; or, if this be 
not satisfactory, the undersigned is willing that the work 
may be placed at the disposal of your honorable bodies, so 
that sach a destination may be given to it, without reference 
to the contract, as the public interests may require. 

WILLIAM M: BELT. 

WASHINGTON, June 4, 1850. 


Mr. MASON. Whatever may be thought of 
the reasons given by the contractor for being 
thus disabled from complying with his contract, 
the fact remains that it isunquestionably necessary 
that some measures should be taken in relation to 
the public printing. 

Mr. DAYTON. Who is the contractor? 

Mr. MASON. Willam E. Beit. 

Mr. DAYTON. Who are his sureties? 

Mr. MASON. Thomas Ritchie is one, and I 
think Thomas Green is the other. I take it for 
granted, from conversations which I have had with 
Thomas Ritchie, although I am not authorized to 
say so, tha’ he is substantially the contractor, I 
was avout saying that itis indiepensably necessary 
that some steps should be taken in relation to the 
public frinene. I confess that, for my part, with 
every ¢ 


untarily entered, still, from the examination which 
I have made into the matter, at the instance of the 
contractor, and from conversations | have had with 
him, tam satisfied that, under the present contract, 
he not only receives no remuneration for his work, 
but sustains constant and daily loss in its execu- 
tion, 

There is another subject to which I would re- 
vert very briefly in reference to this contractor, 
and it i this: [ examined the contract yesterday 
with great care, and though L have no practical 
knowledge of printing that would enable me to 
form an opinion as to where the contractor would 
gain and where he would Jose in the peformance 
of this work, yet [ entertain the strongest belief, 
and I think such is the opinion of the honorable 
Senator at the head of the Committee on Printing, 
who is thoroughly informed upon this subject, that 
on the greater portion a heavy loss must be sus- 
tained in its execution. I am informed that there 


isposition to hold contractors to the fulfill. | 
ment of the contracts into which they have vol- | 


| has been but one sirfgle document printed by order 
| of Congress during the present session upon which 
| an unusually large profit was made, and that was 
| on a document referred to by the Senator from 


| New Hampshire [Mr. Hare] the other day. Con- | 


| gress ordered the printing of the decision of thé 
Supreme Ceurtin a certain case, and, under the 
strict terms of the contract, the printer was en- 
| titled to a very large sum of money for the print- 
ing of that document, far more than was in con- 
templation by the parties who framed that contract. 
I am further informed that, though he was very 
‘amply paid by the terms allowed him with his 
| own assent by the Secretary of the Senate and the 
| Clerk of the House, yet that he did relinquish at 
| least two-thirds of the money to which 
entitled under the contract. I submit the memo- 
rial, and move that it be referred to the Committee 
| on Publie Printing. 


Mr. BORLAND. , I should be glad if this me- || 
| morial could have another direction. I will state | 


that the Committee on Printing have already re- 


| ported as fully as they could report upon this sub- | 


| ject some weeks ago. I do not think that the com- 
| mittee could ascertain anything new in reference 
| to it, or make a report essentially different from 
| the one already submitted. 

| Mr. FOOTE. Will my friend allow me to sug- 
| gest that the motion just made arose from the high 
respect entertained for the Committee on Printing, 
| and deference to the profound knowledge which 
| they are known to possess in relation to all mat- 
| ters connected with this subject. I believe that 
the facts presented in this memorial will, upon 
proper scrutiny, lead to the recommendation of 
some measure to the Senate. But I take it for 
| granted, from conversations I have held with the 
| Senator: from Arkansas, as well as from his 
| present declaration, that the committee are re- 
luctant to enter on « uew investigation of the same 


matter should remain in the hands of the commit- 
tee, yet, believing, as | have reason to do, that the 





what is his wish and judgment on the matter, he, 
no doubt, with authority to speak for the rest of the 
committee also, and having looked into the subject 
somewhat, and being perfectly convinced that the 
memorialist has an equitable claim upon this body 
to be released in the manner sought in this peti- 
tion, I will, without meaning to be understood as 
in the least degree intending any offence or disre- 





| spect to any member of the Committee on Print- | 


ing, interpose a motion for the raising of a special 
committee to conduct the investigation of this 


earliest possible period. 

Mr. BORLAND. When I yielded the floor 
for the motion of the Senator from Mississippi, I 
was about to say, in justice to myself and the 
other members of the committee, that it is not for 
| the purpor? of avoiding any labor that might be 
| imposed upon us, but for the reason which I have 
already stated, that we investigated this subject 
thoroughly at an early period during the session. 
I myself, upon entering upon my duties as chair- 
| man of the committee, looked into this contract, 


|| and L was then satisfied of the facts stated in this | 


| memorial, that the contractors had undertaken to 


| ruinous to them. I addressed a letter to the con- 





tract they had entered into was a ruinous one, and 
advising them to ask Congress to release them 
| from their contract and permit them to abandon 
| it. [urged it upon them in more letters than one, 
and also in conversation. I foresaw. precisely 
what has taken fice; for, although not a practical 
| printer, I know enough about the printing busi- 
| ness to foresee, what they as printers must have 





known, would be the consequences of their con- 
| tract. I think, therefore, that the memorialist 
comes. here without just cause. 


Mr. FOOTE. Will my friend bear with. me? | 


I suppose it must be known to him—it certainly 
is to me—that it has been the standing desire of 
the person most interested in this matter, for a 
| long time, to get rid of this contract. It has been 
alluded to in this body, gravely stated, freely de- 
clared, and emphatically insisted on, that this con- 
tract is a losing one, and that, therefore, it is the 
, duty of the Senate to release him from it; but oppo- 
| sition was madeto it by the Senator from Wiscon- 


e was | 


subject. Whilst I would greatly prefer, and the || 
memorialist evidently desires it, that the whole | 


Senator from Arkansas has deliberately declared | 


whole matter, and to make a full report at the | 


do the public printing upon terms that would be | 


| tractors, telling them that, in my opinion, the con- | 


June 7, 

— 

sin, [Mr. Waker] and others. I feel authorized tp 
say, that four months ago, the desire embodied | 

this petition was entertained, but it must be A. 

membered that it was not in the power Of the 
| memorialist to rescind the contract. All he could 

do was to apply to the Senate in some prope 
form, and but for the interruption of other ; 
more important business, as one decidedly frieng. 
ly to the_memorialist, 1 should long since have 
|| pressed this matter on the attention of the Senate 
|| [ believe now, and I shall ever believe, that ther 
| are grounds for his release from this con 
1 which, though not in the strictness of law, should 
| weigh with any generous-minded man. And ag 
|a magnanimous body, representing the twenj 
millions of people who constitute this nation 
under allthe circumstances of the case, it would not 
only bea case of great personal grievance, byt of 
gross unkindness and shameful illiberality, if w. 
| held the memorialist responsible according to the 
rigid construction of the contract. 

‘Mr. BORLAND. There is no difference of 
opinion betweeen the Senator from Mississipp; 
and myself, as to the main facts of the case. The 
facts set forth in the memorial have been before 
| the Senate for a month past, and the committee, in 
reporting, recommended substantially what the 
meimorialist now seeks—and if they were to jp. 
vestigate the matter from now to the end of the 
session, they could come to no other conclusion— 
that the contract should be abrogated, and new 
arrangements made. The memorialist seeks noth. 
ing more, and it was therefore unnecessary, | 
think, that he should come before the Senete, 
For this reason, too, 1 am unwilling that the me. 
morial should be referred to the Committee oy 
| Printing, as they must make the same repor® |/, 
| however, the suggestion of the Senator from Missis. 
sippi be approved of, let it be referred to a special 
| committee for another investigation; but it is ex- 
ceedingly desirable that the matter should be 
speedily disposed of, to promote the public inter. 
ests, and release these unfortunate individuals from 
the contract which, if executed according to its 
terms, must prove ruinous to them. 

Mr. HALE. I think this is a matter which 
demands the attention of the Senate, but I think 
there is a view of it which has escaped notice, 
The chairman of the Committee on Printing says, 
and I suppose says truly, that this printing was 
| taken at such ruinously low prices that he knew it 
could not be executed. Well, sir, the Senator 
from Virginia who presented this petition says, 
that the real contractor is Mr. Thomas Ritchie. 
I have not the pleasure of an acquaintance with 
Mr. Thomas Ritchie, but it seems that, for some 
purpose or other, he took this contract at ruinously 
low prices. Now, if Mr. Ritchie was an ardent 
ambitious young printer, just setting out in life, 
and being desirous of the eclat of being chosen 
printer to Congress, undertook its work at prices 
a little too low, let us by all means relieve him. 
But if, on the other hand, it tarns out that this 
Thomas Ritchie is an old gentleman, long engaged 
in printing, understanding as well as any man in 
the United States what. printing is worth, and 
understanding perfectly the nature of his contract, 
and what he was about when he made it, he must 
have had some object in putting it at such ruin- 
ously low prices, at which it could not possibly be 
executed —— ; 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable Senator allow 
me to appeal to him, as a generous-minded man, 
whether, upon such a proposition as. this, simply 
for the raising of a committee of investigation, 
conceives it right, manly, or proper to attempt 1 
awaken prejudice in advance of the scrutiny of the 
committee? Is.it not better, more dignified, more 
Senatorial, more liberal and fair, under all the cir- 
cumstances of the case, to allow this committee 
be raised for the purpose of investigating the whole 
matter? and then, when the subject is before us 
a proper form, he can discuss it. 

Mr. HALE. If this is a young man, who has 
been inadvertently taken in, I am not exciting 
prejudice against him, but, on the contrary, | am 











appealing to the sympathies of the Senate in his 
behalf, The Siteier misunderstood the tenor of 
my remarks. I was going on to say, that if it be 


the fact that this was such an old stager that he 
knew, all. about printing, and took the contract at 
ruinously low prices, such as the Senator from 
Arkansas knew enough about printing to know wb 
be too low, then there must have been some pvr 
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